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TO THE ATTENTION OF DIYARBAKIR 6TH HIGH CRIMINAL COURT  

DEMOCRATIC FREEWMEN MOVEMENT DEFENCE 
 
 

Our Approach to the Emancipation of Women and Institutionalisation 
 
With this trial being held here today, the Republic of Turkey is above all and in essence putting its own 

democracy to trial. In our persons, they are attempting to intimidate women who struggle against official ideology and 
patriarchal mentality, who struggle against sexism, nationalism, inequality, hierarchy and ideologies creating violence 
that are part of the patriarchal system in social, political, legal, economic, cultural, etc. in all spheres of life to achieve 
social equality; they are attempting to intimidate people who expose human rights violations and politicians who venture 
to practice their right to freedom of speech. 

This case is an attempt to eliminate, in our persons, democratic bodies of local government and women‟s 
institutions being established by the Kurdish people and women, and state-free civilian and peaceful organizations for 
collective rights as a whole. We should firstly underline that all of these bodies are institutions that make it a point to 
secure equal levels of protection, development, and equal say in governments for Kurds and all ethnic, religious, 
linguistic, class, sexual and other identities in the context of a genuine democratization encompassing the country as a 
whole as against the hegemony of one ethnic identity. Fair enough, the ideas we uphold in establishing these institutions 
are ideas that ears are not familiar with in this geographical area; they are not in conformity with official ideology. We set 
out with conviction in these ideas. Not a single weapon was seized in the searches made in our homes or offices, none 
of us ever participated in any armed action. On the contrary, we worked with our thoughts as official guns stood directed 
at us. In spite of this evident truth, we are being unlawfully put to trial while people with caches of arsenal stored away in 
their homes and offices walk around freely in this country. In order to justify this unlawfulness, this case has been left 
hanging in midair for over a year and a half, contents of the lawsuit have been declared subject to the rule of 
confidentiality prevent our and our lawyers access to information, distorted versions of accusations against us have been 
leaked to the press, public opinion has been molded in an unfavorable fashion, we have been presented as targets 
based on testimonies either extorted or by unidentified X persons whose very existence is questionable. Nevertheless, 
one of the most important cases of recent times has started here with an indictment of record length demanding an 
unprecedentedly heavy sentence. We would like to point out that this case itself will help the public see the true face of 
this operation carried out on political instructions, which is tantamount to a political coup d‟état. No doubt, such cases are 
not uncommon in the history of the Republic of Turkey. Representatives of Kurdish people elected with free votes of 
Kurdish people have been put to trial many times. However, this case is not important just because representatives 
freely elected by Kurdish people are being tried because of their opinions. It is important also because it is initiating a 
process whereby Turkey‟s democracy will, for a long time to come, stand trial on national and international democratic 
platforms in the context of human rights and international treaties. This trial has turned upside down the way rules of law 
are implemented; rights are justice are nowhere to be found. All our words and democratic demands are regarded as 
having been articulated “on behalf of the organization” and criminalized; a political massacre is being carried out by 
favour of law. Law has never been so extensively turned into an instrument of political vengeance. It is very clear that 
this process of trial has disregarded principles of freedom of opinion and organization, hence sending an open invitation 
to violence. We all know that in Turkey and throughout the world, states which relinquish these principles have suffered 
at the hands of social chaos and instability; humanity has had to endure the severe consequences of these painful 
experiences up until today.  

In essence, standing trial here are not only the political representatives of the Kurdish people, but also the 
democracy in Turkey and women‟s movement to organize themselves which is supported, encouraged, facilitated by 
democratic regimes all over the world and provided with legal guarantees in international treaties. Therefore; we intend 
to structure our defense statement in a framework that will explain: “What is Women‟s Movement? On the basis of which 
dynamics did it develop? What experiences did it go through? As women from DOKH, how do we define ourselves and 
our work; on what basis do we organize?”   

It is known that the term “women‟s movement” was essentially derived from the concept of „social movement‟ and 
the content of the concept of social movement has naturally found its way into and fed “women‟s movement”. Social 
movement, in this sense, comprises activities that aim to change the existing social fabric for greater equality and 
freedom using methods of civil disobedience that do not involve use of force and power. The distinctive feature here, can 
be defined as defending ostracized cultural and political ideas as collective values of an identity, group or community. 
Women‟s movement, is composed of social and political actors engaged in making visible and eliminating the 
oppression, subjugation, discrimination and in equal treatment imposed upon women. In this context, just like our 
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organization DOKH, women‟s movement consists of many women‟s groups, organisations and associations coming from 
different classes, ethnic origins and with various other distinctions. Today, when we look at the world we witness serious 
resistance against inequality, violence and discrimination experienced by women in developed and under-developed 
countries; we know that effective institutions, legal documents and organizations are set up for this purpose. All states 
that have been able to provide the conditions for the solution of their societies‟ political, social and cultural problems by 
peaceful means without resorting to violence, have achieved this through democracy and by opening up democratic 
channels, by providing freedom of organization to all lines of thinking. Today, we are being unlawfully tried because of 
the women‟s organization that we developed at great costs and with tremendous effort. We are aware that the mentality 
underlying this mechanism is not isolated from the mentalities because of which women in the world and especially in 
the Middle East had to endure immeasurable suffering and pay high prices. In our century, humanity faces social, 
political, economic, cultural and ecologic problems such as wars, inequality, injustice, poverty, forced migration and 
violence, all of which are products of patriarchy. Women are the first to receive the blow of these problems that 
exacerbate daily. An explanation in the light of social, political and cultural factors, on both the history of the subjugation 
of women and the stages of women‟s struggle to change this, will provide a deep-seated historical perspective to our 
reasons for waging an independent/unique women‟s struggle and to the reason why we now stand trial as women from 
DOKH.  

Neolithic period where matriarchal law held its sway stands as a historical and scientifically proven fact before us. 
As an egalitarian, natural society without gender-based exploitation and one which historically constitutes the basis of 
today‟s political, social, economic and cultural system, this age still holds a significant place with qualities that women 
cherish and want to revive. However, in official history there is no sign as to the place of women in these developments. 
Even though many developments have been in essence based on and realized through active role of women, like the 
influence of matriarchal society, women have always been ignored in historiography. Looking into the depths of history 
within this framework, we find that Mesopotamia has been a meeting point of many cultures throughout history, and a 
geography where Neolithic era flourished. In this context, Mesopotamia is the first centre of settlement and culture 
noteworthy for its arable land. The people of this era in time initiated new settlement economies such as agriculture and 
stockbreeding, transformed their environment in accordance with their needs and evolved formations that could 
continuously keep a crowded population together. Neolithic era, as its name implies, describes a stage where human 
beings can for the first time use what nature provides not directly as is, but using instruments of production. 
Development in instruments of production, this revolutionary nature, has been one of the basic points distinguishing it 
from the political era. In this period, women invented agriculture, earth and women became integrated with one another. 
Neolithic era was a historical period when women played the dominant role in economy; hunting, the work done by men, 
not being regarded as steady and reliable work; and the care of house, children and society, safekeeping and storage of 
food etc. were the responsibility of women. In this period, alongside the social division of labour between genders, the 
first social division of labour between communities took place. In those communities in the first stage of sedentary life, 
which made the transition to agriculture, a closed agricultural economy and peaceful way of life took shape. In such 
societies, production was self-sufficient; this developed sharing and did not create conflicting interests. While transition 
to sedentary life brought about socialisation, it also urged the quest for answers to different needs and developments 
were achieved in social, political and cultural fields. While women bringing about rapid socialisation owed their effective 
role and leadership to their persuasive power, men owed it to their physical strength. While women developed tolerance, 
men grew more and more callous. 

What is striking for us here is that production, peace and tolerance prospered in the person of women, and fertility 
furthermore provided women with sanctity. Of course it must be noted that even though women were effective in this era, 
men were never treated as slaves. The mother figure who does not discriminate among her children, approached the 
men in the society in the same manner. Thus, it is known that in communities defined by matriarchal law, community 
members were equal and the administrative powers were rather restricted. The society consisted of women and men 
connected to each other through communal sisterhood bonds. In other words, despite the prominent role of women, 
there was no gender power. This characteristic of the matriarchal society is the historical basis for the deeply respected 
concept of “MOTHER” in all societies. For, MOTHER is the dominant element that both gives birth and nurtures under 
the most ardours conditions. The culture and system that took shape on this basis certainly enjoys profound loyalty. The 
fact that woman hence constituted the foundation of social existence has explained her strength and powers.  

We can say that natural society has been the incipient thesis of human existence. Humanity has managed to 
survive based on this thesis, the matriarchal society. Preceding this is animalistic life, and following this is the 
development in the form of hierarchical and statist society based on contradiction. In this part of our defense, we would 
like to underline that the acceptance of the whole history of societies as a history made up of class and state hierarchies 
has been the most basic policy of male-dominant system and it was achieved by means of its ideological propaganda. 
There is nearly no religion, sect, philosophical and scientific école that is not implicated in this. The first victim of this 
hierarchic system was woman and the Neolithic era created by woman. Despite her resistance, woman was shrewdly 
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lured into the hierarchical society step by step; she was robbed of all her powerful social characteristics and lost her 
effectiveness, and her status became the target of intensive ideological propaganda. This was such a profound process 
that even women came to regard it as “fate.” We can say that woman was subjected to a most comprehensive slavery 
and all other forms of slavery were developed on the basis of the slavery of woman.  

We, as women affiliated to DOKH, see the history of civilisation as a history where woman is defeated and male-
dominant mentality is consolidated through servitude, governments and their subjects, economy, science and art. We 
believe this sexist society is established as a result of the defeat of women. Therefore, we believe that unless the slavery 
of woman is done away with, it will not be possible to overcome the other forms of slavery.  

We must note that women‟s freedom struggle which has become more visible in the last two centuries and which 
is the reason why we are on trial here today, has been carried out by means of very different types of organization, 
different political aims and using usually different instruments in different contexts. We are accused of being activists, 
members, leaders of DOKH. As DOKH does not stand in isolation of the values created by matriarchal society and the 
momentum created by women‟s organizations and struggle extending throughout the world and as it embraces their 
heritage we feel the need to elaborate on some important turning points with emphasis on their struggles and forms of 
organization. For, as women from DOKH, we reject the history of struggle of women against inequalities throughout the 
history of societies being written as “the history of being locked up in the house.” Therefore; we unite our experience with 
the experiences of women‟s movements in the world and we believe that the inequality between men and women is the 
original source of all inequalities.  

As we tried to explain in the beginning of our defense, with the emergence of patriarchy, women were excluded 
from social life in all societies and there was an effort to confine them to the house. However, as women became more 
conscious and revolted against their social status, there were attempts to change this state of affairs in time. Exclusion of 
women from social life continued until the onset of the Renaissance in the Western world. With the Renaissance, the 
issue of women‟s rights and women‟s movement emerged and women started to unite to resist their fate. In this sense, 
we can say that women‟s organisations appeared as a revolt of women against the role models and way of life imposed 
on them. This is closely related to the structural and institutional changes taking place in the society, ideas of equality 
and freedom and the social values as a whole.  

In general, we consider the women‟s movement that started to become more active in early 19th century as a 
freedom movement and a stage casting off the traditional structure of society. In this context, women‟s freedom struggle, 
also called feminism, is defined as an ideological movement trying to advance women‟s social rights and functions. 
Feminism emerged after the French Revolution in the form of defense of women‟s freedom, election, voting and property 
rights of women based on values and basis created by women to that date. With the gaining of partial rights as a result 
of various actions and reforms, it turned into a movement struggling against the cultural domination of men. Its main field 
of activity was to increase women‟s freedom, to study social factors related to gender and to make research on gender 
inequality, women‟s rights and women‟s problems. In this context, the most important fact to be acknowledged is that the 
social status of women is closely related to the democratisation of a society.  

The first mass demonstrations of women appeared in France. Women undertook important roles in the 1789 
French Revolution and they also wanted their share of the concepts of equality, brotherhood and freedom which had 
then become widespread in the country. Olympe de Gourges, a symbol woman of that period, said, “wake up women!” in 
the manifest she prepared on women‟s rights in 1791. She dedicated this text called “the declaration of women‟s and 
citizens‟ rights” to the queen of the time. As a result of these efforts, Olympe lost her life at the giotine. Until after the 
Second World War, women had acquired such rights as education, property, working in the job of their choice in entire 
Europe starting with France but they were still deprived of the right to elect and to be elected. On this basis, it is obvious 
that there is a close relationship between women‟s freedom struggle and modernisation, bourgeoise revolution and the 
development of natural and universal rights theory that bases itself on the rational human being. With increasing 
variations on the meaning of being human, people started to question whether women were part of or why couldn‟t be 
included in the concept of “human”. It is necessary to evaluate the women‟s struggle to be regarded as equal human 
beings, also called 1st and 2nd Wave Feminism in this perspective.  

Starting with the beginning of 1970s, we need to talk about the women getting together on an international scale 
and women‟s organizations cooperating and coordinating to solve women‟s problems. It is obvious that women‟s 
organized political efforts added up to create an invaluable accumulation of experience and capacity. These women‟s 
movements organised activities having a general capacity of central coordination, capable of setting up a common 
political agenda between different circles and targeting as broad a women‟s participation as possible. Solidarity was 
created betwen the participants of women‟s movement, forging of such solidarity has been a rudimentary objective of 
women‟s movements. Another rudimentary perspective is the creation of women‟s specific and autonomous 
organizations to defend the interests of women. The principle of autonomy in this context, means that a women‟s 
organisation takes its own decisions on its own actions, objectives, way of organization and sets up its own agenda. We 
would like to underline, since it is directly related to the lawsuit, that the numerous activities on grounds of which we are 
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accused as DOKH, are activities we decided and carried out on our own initiative, based on our own needs in 
accordance with the very basic principle of autonomy for all women‟s movements; not activities carried out upon 
instructions from higher authorities. It is a well-known fact that in women‟s organizations mobilized through external 
guidance, authority and initiative come from outside the organization. Such organisations are predominantly orientated 
by governments and used as instruments to implement their agendas. The current relationship between the ruling 
Justice and Development Party and affiliated women‟s organisations can be cited as an example to this.  

The other side of capitalist industrialisation developing in the West is expansionism taking the form of exploitation 
and imperialism in the rest of the world. In these regions a process of social development that is different from the West 
takes place. Despotic state structures, systems of political repression carried on by means of occasional military 
dictatorships, have led to the development of an atmosphere of insecurity that denigrates democratic mechanisms of 
participation. This social context witnessed mostly in Latin America and in some Asian and Middle Eastern countries has 
structured social relations based on gender in a different direction. Saving a significant majority of people from state 
oppression, from rent-seeking, predatory exploitation established through the integration of politics-capital-bureacracy 
and resisting against this have unleashed many dynamics. Especially strong leftist movements emerging in the final 
quarter of the 20th century in these countries, were the product of dynamics like military dictatorships, poverty, migration 
and ethnic warfare. Patriarchal and male values provoked but not put into action by militarism which dominated these 
societies for years and the values protected by the despotic system were reproduced and integrated. Moreover, 
violence, mafia-like organisations, smuggling and prostitution spread amidst the society by militarist and masculine 
values were interrelated and women‟s movements had to put them on their agenda alongside various specific and 
identity-related demands. We have to point out that most of the activities that are the grounds for our accusation here 
today, developed on similar bases in response to needs created by similar problems. If it is a crime to struggle against 
patriarchal perspectives, prostitution, rape, massacring women and children, then we, as women from DOKH, are 
committing the crimes committed by women in many countries. Like many countries, Turkey has witnessed the 
emergence of social movements fighting against widespread despotism and anti-democratic practices. Women‟s 
movement resisting against human rights violations such as torture, massacre or severe jail sentences imposed by 
authoritarian regimes established after coup d‟états in Latin America in 1970s and 1980s, displayed the most striking 
effort. This movement mostly established by mothers or wives of people tortured or lost was mainly defined as “the 
Movement of Mothers.” Another important conclusion that should be drawn from these experiences is the fact that the 
DOKH organisation which is being tried now, emerged in response to the social and political needs of our country.  

It can be said that DOKH is an organization that fills in the gaps created by services not provided and tasks not 
fulfilled by the state and the government and hence makes it its major task to serve the people, to raise women‟s 
awareness and have women set forth and act on their willpower, and hence plays a rather significant role in the 
democratisation of this country. As a matter of fact, internationally accepted documents and agreements involve, dealing 
with problems faced by women under the chaotic, extraordinary circumstances created as a result of ethnic cleansing, 
ethnic discrimination, genocide and forced migration. For instance, CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of all of 
Discrimination Types Against Women) undersigned by UN countries is a basic women rights contract. Along with this, 
Women‟s Status Commission and DAW can be cited as part of UN‟s institutional structure on women. Countries ratifying 
these documents are recognized as having accepted the implementation of the optional protocol prescribing protection 
of women against war and violence and the establishment of a special mechanism to prevent violence against women in 
accordance with decision number 1325 and the General Assembly decision no 57/179 aimed at preventing honor 
killings. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights undersigned by Turkey secures freedom of thought and expression. 
Documents such as the 1954 European Human Rights Contract, the 1981 Africa Human and Peoples‟ Rights Charter, 
the 1990 Paris Charter for a New Europe take freedom of thought, expression and organisation as part of fundamental 
human rights. A humanitarian approach requires that the Turkish Republic and its institutions open all channels of 
democracy to meet all citizens‟ social demands without any discrimination. Yet, the work we have carried out in this 
context our as women from DOKH is seen as a crime. Undoubtedly, these anti-democratic approaches and decisions on 
the part of the government and concerned mechanisms are closely related to their attitude which glorifies violence as a 
method for the solution of the Kurdish issue and to their failure to live up to the responsibilities they undertook on the 
international arena. This undermines the dignity of the government of the Republic of Turkey. We believe that the 
peoples of Turkey do not deserve this. We feel obliged to ask why there are so many barriers clogging up channels of 
democratization in this country; why, even the smallest opposition cannot be tolerated. Since the situation in Turkey is 
not isolated from the historical conflicts and wars of interest in the Middle Eastern Geography and from the historical 
roots of Turkey, we consider it important to explain this context a little more in our defense. 

Middle Eastern geography has deep-rooted significance in terms of the history of women. As already explained in 
previous pages, we believe that this geography where the Neolithic revolution took place creativity of women left is 
imprint is the cradle of women‟s revolutions. Woman has a deep-rooted and glorious history here. This geography is 
home to goddesses Isis and Isthar. The significant role played by women in the first settlement on land and her decisive 
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role in making agriculture become a production style, shift to socialization as the initial step to civilization have attached 
great importance to women. Likewise, Middle Eastern women and peoples of the Middle East region have the great 
mission of acting as path blazers to the process of freeing civilization from its present yokes. Middle Eastern women, 
reversing the course of history, is filled with great rage against exploitation of despotism, feudalism and the patriarchal 
system, and has set out in immense quest for freedom. When we approach this situation in the context of its historical 
reality, it can be clearly seen that women‟s emancipation movement creates an obvious basis in terms of women‟s 
original organization as well. On the other hand, we can cite the following factors: During the recent centuries countries 
of the Middle East faced post-colonial imperialist occupations and wars and indirect economic and political interventions. 
Under these circumstances, their failure to create authentic industrialisation policies and inability to cope with the wars 
and occupations stirred by the energy resources they have, led to the domination of the nationalist-conservative 
international trend establishing its domination, the weakness and subservient position of racist states from the outset. 
Nation-state formation process in these countries generally took place as part of movements of national independence 
against occupying, colonialist or imperialist western partners. Therefore; state had close connections to military 
institutions and the army. Turkey, Algeria, Iran and Egypt provided striking examples of this situation, while history in 
Kurdish geography took a much more tragic shape as the region suffered perhaps the most bitter experiences of 
colonialism. However, Kurdish women, as well as Kurdish society, have mounted resistance against these policies of 
annihilation and denial, and against all forms of colonialism up until today.  

We know well that as much as Kurdish history has been distorted and turned a blind eye to, Kurdish women and 
their history on this land have also been distorted. Official historians, who started history with Sumerians and ignored the 
existence of Houris, Mitanis and Meds, ignored Kurdish women as well. Despite all this, Kurdish culture and language 
that has ancient origins, has survived to this day mostly under the protection of women and as an ethnic presence 
surviving by indirect means. Nevertheless, we also know that as early as 700-750 BC, Zoroastrianism shaped a new 
understanding of morality and life in Mesopotamia and that its philosophy of life made a peace-loving, egalitarian and 
just influence. Zoroastrianism also displayed the same progressive approach as regards women and in societies where 
Zoroastrianism was influential women did not encounter as much repression as other societies.  

In many stages of history, Kurdish women were in a prominent position, with status in the family and tribal 
councils and influence over wars and peace. The white muslin headscarf of Kurdish women has had a symbolic meaning 
and value. We can say that Kurdish women got to know actual oppression, pressure and exploitation as a result of the 
interventions of various systems, but they have always put up resistance against them. The Kurdish Women‟s 
Aggrandisement Association (Kürt Kadınları Teali Cemiyeti) founded in early 20th century is a result of such effort and 
organization. There are many documents that prove that there were Kurdish women tribe leaders in the Ottoman period. 
In the same period, Kurdish women also opened a serious debate within the Kurdish elite in Istanbul. It is not possible to 
overlook their articles published in Kurdish newspapers their memberships in associations. In short, Kurdish women 
have always played a leading role in resistance in Kurdish society, which, with its culture, language and thought divided 
into pieces, was confronted with attempts to crush it. Although, women became enemies‟ prime targets in times of revolt, 
women like Gülnaz Hanım and Yaşar Hanım in the Ağrı Uprising have been symbols of resistance for Kurdish women.  

Bese, who refused to betray and jumped off a cliff has had a prominent role in the awakening of Kurdish women. 
Likewise, there are lessons to be drawn from the bitter experience where Leyla Qasım, whose attempt to hijack a plane 
to bring the massacres committed by the Iraqi regime against Kurds to the attention of the world failed, said: “Kill me but 
my death will wake up thousands of Kurds!” before being executed on May 13, 1974.  

Alongside this, we can say that, on account of its religious and cultural history as well as the radical resistance 
created by Kurdish women, life in the Middle East can easily be perceived in terms of religion, culture and gender and 
creates a unique gender regime. Despite all difficulties, Kurdish women, like other women, took active roles in the social 
and economic reform movements that determined the geography as a whole from mid-19th century on. Especially, they 
made significant efforts to attain political goals like women‟s right to education and work as well as reforms in the area of 
civil law such as marriage, divorce and inheritance. In the context of modernization, the constitutional reforms in Iran in 
1906 and in the Ottoman Empire in 1908 have enabled the women to appear powerfully in the public arena for the first 
time, to participate in political demonstrations and to express their opinions in magazines and newspapers. This period 
witnessed a rapid development also of independent women‟s organizations in the region. The 1st World War resulted in 
the rise of nationalist movements in the Middle East and this created new roles and areas for women. The 
congregational aspect of the nationalist ideologies that regards the nation as a continuation of family and kinship 
relations symbolized women‟s function in the society as “mother”, “sister” and “wife”; and this was a strategic move that 
helped the new form of family permeate the society as a whole. Thus, modernization carried out by nationalist elites in 
the Middle East did not approve of liberationist ways of thinking for women and on the contrary, the new areas opened to 
women in this fashion also drew the boundaries of liberation for women. Therefore, we believe that while a new gender 
regime was being built, this regime restructured power relations and made “the norm of chastity” become the basic norm. 
In this sense, we attach importance to women‟s freedom struggle developing on the basis of its own dynamics. For 
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example, unlike Iran and Turkey, in Egypt, which has a deep-rooted history in the Middle East, organization of women 
that began in 19th century for the most part maintained its independence from male reformists and nationalist elites. In 
1919, women who held a big meeting against British imperialism in Cairo raised both their national demands and 
demands for gender liberation. On the one hand, they formed the women‟s branch of Wafal party and on the other hand, 
they established an independent women‟s organization, the Egyptian Feminists Union. We must also mention the 
Women in Black in Israel, because of the close similarity with the wars in our country. These Israeli women, who are 
against the occupation of Palestine continue their activity and influence today as well. In 1990 anti-Zionist radical Israeli 
women organized a peace march in Jerusalem with 6000 women from Israel, Palestine, Europe and America to support 
Palestinian resistance against occupation. They published a statement after Israeli blockade and said: “We demand that 
war cease being an option, violence cease being a strategy and killing cease being an alternative.” The Women in Black, 
which is a peace organization of women from a broad political spectrum, demand an end to bombings and other forms of 
killing and continue to declare today as well, that the highest prices are paid by women. In this framework, we, women 
from DOKH, believe that women will play the role of a bridge to brotherhood of and equality between peoples in the 
Middle East, which has been transformed into a battleground.  

While we believe that they will vitalize the spirit, essence and moral values of this geography and have it thrive on 
its historical roots in a way that is becoming for the peoples of the Middle East, for women who created life in this 
geography and for the glory of women in the dawn of history; we are also aware that a constantly supported male-
dominant ideology that keeps reproducing itself is also deeply-rooted in these lands. This ideology is aimed at keeping 
our eyes as blind as darkness, our ears deaf and our tongue dumb. While the women are expelled from honor to 
dishonor, from freedom to slavery, from society to the home, from autonomy to dependence, from the public to the 
private and from life to death in these lands of their own creation, the desire is to make our spirits, brains and hands 
become obedient alongside our bodies; the current trial has clearly established this once more. We need to underline 
this once again: patriarchal ideology in a sort of misogyny has continued to exploit women both physically and spiritually 
in these lands, to an extent beyond capitalist modernity ever managed to achieve in any period. This situation was 
further aggravated in times of war and violence and all sorts of punishment were inflicted upon women who stood 
against it. Meanwhile, these experiences showed us the great and essential need for peace in these lands and has 
made us, as women undertake the mission of building genuine democracy and peace in our country.  

In this framework, since it is closely related to our case, we wish to further dwell on the topic of organization of 
women in Turkey. We know that ever since it first took shape, women‟s movement here, too, has been seen as an area 
of the power struggle in real politics, suffered interventions, but has always continued to struggle to uphold its own 
independent stand. Such attempt at interference in the liberation struggle of women, who have been objectified and 
turned into symbols for thousands of years, is not surprising at all. We know that ideologies, with claims of founding 
economical, legal and political systems, have always developed policies concerning women. The most dramatic 
examples of this took place in these lands where we live. During the last period of the Ottoman Empire and first years of 
the republic, we know that “the modernization of women was presented as the symbol of the modernization of the 
country”, thus assigning this important task to women. We also know how all initiatives by women in their own name, 
including primarily the Terakkiperver Kadınlar Fırkası (Party of Women for Progress), were all banned, grabbed in a 
chokehold, how women who kept their independence suffered a bitter but silent process of isolation. With the declaration 
of the Republic, everything was arranged and by means many reforms dictated from above, on matters related to how 
women should talk, what they should wear and where they should work, women were given some social, cultural and 
political rights within less than a decade. Although the granting of such rights to women is a radical rejection of the 
Ottoman theocratic system and a result of the desire to establish a westernized lifestyle, as we know today, this reform 
that did not take place on the basis of the country‟s internal dynamics could not go beyond mere formality. The issue of 
women‟s rights was regarded as having been completed and taken care of to such an extent by this elite that from 1934, 
when women were granted voting rights to 1975, when the women‟s rights issue was put on the international agenda by 
the UN, which is, for a period of 40 years, the Turkish political elites did not feel the need to ever stop and tackle the 
problem. It is possible to say that the process in Turkey which started in late 1980s with the development of women‟s 
organizations that were influenced by feminist criticism and continued in the 1990s was one during which women‟s 
organizations worked to articulate their own word and define their political goals. This period is also a period during 
which the country gradually attempted to break away with the political pressuresand bans of the September 12 regime. 
With the loosening of the bans of September 12, political society was reshaped by means of organizations that made 
their imprint on the period. The Kurdish Liberation Movement, the Islamic political movement and the nationalist and 
laicist movements that developed in reaction to this were the main actors of this reshaping.  

One can safely say that the struggle of the women‟s organizations in Turkey to establish their own agenda and to 
turn it into an agenda for democratization for the society as a whole has coincided with the conditions for opening the 
path of democratic politics. Under conditions of what some call “low intensity warfare” that has been continuing since 
1984, peace discourse in the feminist circles of women‟s movement developed under the leadership of Kurdish women. 
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Our approach crystallized in the slogans “women do not want war”, “Jin Jiyan Azadi” has been influential in joint 
meetings of women. In the 90s it became a very prominent fact of life that war and militarism cause greater poverty 
among women, expose women to more violence than before, vastly increase rape and abuse, making joint action among 
women inevitable.  

The approach to the political struggle of the Kurdish people can be considered a litmus test for the opposition 
movement in Turkey. This certainly was also true for Women‟s Movement in Turkey. A political meeting point had to be 
reached with the Kurdish women in the 90s. In short, the successors of the uprising women of earlier times, became 
peshmergas, guerrillas, activists, politicians in this period, led the serhildans (uprisings) and proudly resisted torture in 
the dungeons of Diyarbakır. In Turkey and world over, women have always been the first to get their share of all 
adversities; they got raped in torture cells, had their dead bodies torn apart, got bludgeoned in demonstrations and were 
politically lynched.  

As women of these lands, we wanted to join hands and amplify our voices, challenging patriarchal ideology and 
the violence its produces. Like the Israeli Women in Black who wage a struggle to act in solidarity with the Palestinian 
women in recognition of the fact that the occupation of Palestine is Israeli women‟s enslavement as well, like the women 
of the Middle East who act in solidarity with the resisting women of Iraq, in our country, Kurds, Turks, Armenians, Laz, 
Circassian, Georgian, Alawite-Sunni, we all came together on the basis of the fact that “our tears flow the same even 
though our languages are different”. As women from Turkey, in the context of the many activities we organized, and on 
completely legitimate grounds we waged the struggle to collectivize our pains and demands; and we continue to do this. 
For, in these lands, each and every cell of social life has come to be dominated by sexism, beating, murder, war, conflict, 
marginalization, abuse and rape. All types of violence have become integral parts of our lives. Women, whose presence 
at home or at the workplace is generally ignored, are employed at low wages in subterranean economy, becoming 
permanently disabled or dying in occupational accidents because of horrible working conditions. Women very frequently 
experience trials – in the case of our being unlawfully tried by your court now - torture and arrest which are forms of 
doing away with people or cutting them dead.  

Meanwhile, we are also well aware that these practices and collective trials are not separate from the Turkish 
government‟s 80 year-old official ideology and their role of being strict, uncompromising guards of the system and all that 
this entails. Clearly, the Kurdish problem has reached its point by means racist, denialist and assimilationist practices 
implemented as part of wrong and outdated state policies. Today here, we once again stand witness to the fact that if 
you are a Kurd plus a woman, you will be equal before law only if you reject your Kurdish identity and take on the Turkish 
identity that is shoved down your throat. You may be a president, minister and a deputy if you give up your own identity, 
culture and values; but if you stick to your identity as a Kurd and a woman the only thing you can become is a culprit and 
a convict. We, all of us standing on trial here, have individually experienced the cruelty with which this policy was 
implemented in the 1980s and 1990s. The military coup of September 12, 1980 has spared almost no one from custody 
and torture. That was a period when oppression, torture and inhuman treatment particularly against the Kurdish people 
reached its peak. The intensive assimilation policy implemented by the State exacerbated absolute disregard in 
accompaniment with the slogan “Citizen, speak Turkish, speak more!” The policies of suppression that went so far as to 
ban Kurdish language; unimaginable pressures, humiliating treatment carried out on the pretext of searching for 
weapons everywhere Kurds lived; the unprecedented torture especially in the prison of Diyarbakır; total absence of law 
and rights in all practices; the absence of any legal authority to turn to for those who could not hear a word from detained 
relatives; all drove the country into chaos. One has to emphasise with the Kurdish people and understand the cruelty 
they faced as a whole, their elders and young, their children and women. We believe that without understanding this, it is 
not possible to understand the armed struggle PKK started in 1984 with a group of people or the political environment 
which gave rise to it, or what a massive support it gained among the Kurdish people in the 1990s. Unfortunately, the 
state imposed a “state of emergency” to suppress this popularization, assigned village guards and special teams, forcibly 
evacuated villages, had unidentified assailants murder thousands of people, carried out extensive military operations.  
But failed to predict the massive resistance a people could develop in the face of denial of its identity, language, culture 
and existence. We feel the need to especially highlight here that while Kurds were not regarded as a social phenomenon 
and their existence was denied, Kurdish women experienced a much higher version of this savagery, with two-fold 
physical and sexual exploitation. Under these circumstances, Kurdish women, in the face of the attempt to condemn 
them to darkness, and were forced to break away from their human values, identity and culture, were left with no other 
solution but to resist. In this sense, the 1990s were period when Kurdish people and especially Kurdish women were 
tested with fire. Within the grip of all sorts of pressure, Kurdish women grew more and more conscious, claimed their 
rights-law-justice, displayed their legitimate reactions increasingly and took their place in the forefront of the Cizre and 
Nusaybin uprisings against state policies. This pursuit of Kurdish women grew in time; they went beyond the roles 
imposed by patriarchy and internalizing the slogan “liberation of women is the liberation of society” to change their 
destiny, they have led Kurdish society with a new mission. Resisting and growing in awareness under the existing 
conditions, Kurdish women started take active roles in politics, cultural centres, newspapers and independent women‟s 
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organizations as of early 1990s. They also carried out significant political work in Kurdish parties starting with DEP and 
HEP and in cultural institutions such as MKM (Mesopotamia Cultural Centre), in the press and institutes. They have laid 
the milestones of the process leading up to the organization of DOKH, for which we are being tried today, and they have 
paid dearly for this. The most striking example of such original women‟s institutionalization was YKD (Patriotic Women‟s 
Association), which worked to develop solutions to women‟s social problems. We can say that from the 1990s on, as 
peaceful demonstrations and democratic means of resistance such as civil actions, mass marches, hunger strikes, 
national feast celebrations organized to uphold Kurdish people‟s legitimate rights recognized by international and 
national law but confiscated by the state of Turkey were blocked, banned and punished by mass detentions, Kurdish 
people and women embraced struggle and continued with their pursuit of democratic rights via political parties and 
various institutions.  

In this part of our defense, we will be talking about our activities in political parties, all of which we have carried 
out using our legal rights on a completely legitimate basis and on account of which we are being unlawfully tried. This 
trial is based on lies and distortions that turn everything upside down to an extent that makes us say “this is too much”; in 
this trial truth is distorted and violated, all accusations are based on telephone tapping and audio surveillance where 
subjectively interpreted casual conversations are criminalized. It should not be forgotten that the dirtiest and the most 
destructive type of politics is one built on false arguments. One should be aware that this version of politics is as 
dangerous as an atomic bomb. We took active part in politics in order to transform and rebuild politics with the colour of 
the women on the basis of democratic and gender emancipator principles. However, the Women‟s Council, which we 
established within the legally established Democratic Society Party (DTP) to increase women‟s representation in politics 
and all its activities were declared illegal; what military and paramilitary forces did in the 1990s with weapons is now 
being done with legal means. Even the 40% quota for women, advised by the UN to all countries to increase women‟s 
active participation in politics has been evaluated as an instruction given by KCK. Similarly, in Turkey, where the 
representation of the women in politics does not exceed 2%, we, who have put quota and co-presidency principles into 
practice in order to increase the representation of women in politics, are now accused of “destroying the unity and 
integrity of the state”, of “ being members and administrators in an illegal organization” and “aiding the organization”. 
Matters related to rights and legal system and justice in this country make it necessary to recall the female symbols 
related justice. We must regretfully note that the scales of justice has failed and is off balance in Turkey. Law describes 
justice as a mechanism that operates in an objective and neutral way. In order for law to be understood as righteousness 
and fairness, the judicial mechanism should be separate from the ruling power. In this country, law should open the 
paths of solution. The conscience of humanity will shortly condemn the mentality that puts before us imprisonment as the 
solution. Putting forth these, we would also like to explain better our activities in the political parties, which constitute the 
basis of the criminal charges directed at us in this indictment and the reasons why we participate in politics and the 
course of our development and how we have reached a level that is regarded as a crime by you and as an achievement 
by us in the politics of Turkey:  

First of all, the politics of male-dominant mentality today is one that has departed far from freedom and morality. 
Freedom develops with democratic politics and therefore, politics and freedom are not concepts that dismiss one 
another. Therefore, we think that democratic politics is the genuine art of attaining freedom. Without democratic politics, 
it is impossible for the society in general, and peoples and communities in particular to politicize and to attain freedom. 
Just as the function of politics creates democratic actors, democratic politics politicizes society and therefore sets it free. 
It must be one of the main goals of social politics to harmonize freedom and equality as long as it does not move us 
away from ethics. Because the main role of ethics is its power to have and to exercise the rules that maintain and survive 
the society. For this reason, we say that the function of politics is to provide the rules of ethics needed by the society 
amd to determine the ways and methods of fulfilling physical and mental needs. We see male-dominant mentality and its 
institutions as the basic reason why politics is moving away from ethics nowadays. Therefore, we believe that 
establishing ethical democratic politics and its institutions can only be achieved on the basis of a woman‟s perspective 
free of set patterns of male-dominant mentality. Developing an alternative politics on this basis is related to whether the 
women play a strategically role in political parties or not. Because, we know that the political parties play a significant 
role in affecting the social structure and determining the ideological and strategic options. Political parties may affect 
social transformation by means of media, street demonstrations, local organizations and their own publications even if 
they are not represented in the parliament. However, the traditional political parties in Turkey have unfortunately not 
engaged in politics based on people; they have preferred power-oriented politics to democratic politics. The same male 
mentality has also reflected itself in the definition of the women issue, which in fact is the origin of all inequalities. We 
need to discuss various political parties‟ strategies on the issue of women in order to better understand the current 
situation in the representation of women in the political parties in Turkey.  

The process from the foundation of the Republic to 1945 represents the single party period in the political history 
of Turkey. Until 1930, there is no mention of “women” in programs of CHP. The word “women” found its way into party 
programs in the context of granting voting and election rights to women. In 1955, CHP made a definition with more than 
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one meaning under the title “Public rights”, specifying that when giving rights and duties to citizens, the party does not 
differentiate between “men and women” and adopted discourse aimed at protecting the family and recognized women‟s 
role in terms of fertility and child care. With the transition to multi-party period, references were made either directly or 
indirectly to the position of women in party programs. For example, in the program of Democrat Party, the ruling party of 
1950s, there is no emphasis on woman. In the same period, especially Islamist and extreme rightist parties made 
proposals to take measures to increase fertility and assigned women a sacred duty in increasing the population; they 
also put measures against birth control and abortion in their party programs. We know from today‟s practices that this 
approach and mentality is not merely a matter of the past. Today, the President of AKP (Justice and Development Party) 
and Prime Minister Erdoğan has defined young population of Turkey as an advantage in terms global economic 
competition and invited all young women to give birth to at least three children. It is evident that this attitude is indicative 
of a problematic approach to women issues and seeing women as an instrument of child birth.  

In November 1972, for the first time, National Women‟s Party was founded. However, the party was closed in 
October of 1984 because it could not complete setting up the required amount of organizational branches. The fact that 
the women were hindered by poverty on political grounds and the fact that they were banned on grounds of alleged 
sexism demand further research in themselves.  

To reiterate, the distinctive approach in the multi-party period is seeing women as mothers. This traditional 
approach, which regards women as the weaker sex, has continued after the 1980s and has reached to this day. For 
instance, parties like ANAP promised to take protective measures with the view that working women get worn out and 
parties like DYP and MHP, although their way of defining women‟s problem in their programs is more advanced than the 
past, still lack a strategic approach. For instance, since 1993, CHP has defined the structure of the society and the 
status of the women in the family as problematic and adopted affirmative action in its program; however, women‟s 
representation at the top management level and in the general and local elections, has not been able to go beyond being 
mere semblance. Justice and Development Party (AKP) took up women‟s problem under social policies title and 
promised to improve employment, social security, working conditions, participation in public life both in the party and in 
politics, for women, acknowledged violence against women as a problem and referred to CEDAW.  

In all these definitions, they unfortunately express that women are given priority because they “have direct of 
influence on the raising of individual children and healthy generations”. This approach shows that AKP approaches the 
issue of women‟s freedom and overcoming of gender roles not strategicallyly but tactically. Again, the rights given to 
women are a consequence of  their roles as “mothers.” Moreover, throughout its rule, AKP has conducted no work or 
taken legal measures to prevent violence against women; on the contrary it has developed discourse and policies that 
legitimize violence in every sense. Prime Minister Erdoğan has carried on the policy of violence against women both 
when he told young women to bear at least three children and when he said “we will do what is necessary regardless of 
whether they are women or children”. This tactical approach of AKP towards women can easily been seen from a 
comparison of the proportions of those elected and nominated in general and local elections.  

These examples show that, traditional political parties do not consider gender discrimination as a systemic 
problem created by male-dominant mentality and therefore conduct pragmatist and tactical policies on women related 
issues. They do not set up specific women‟s organizations in the parties, but regard women and women-related work as 
vote potential. On the other hand, parties like ÖDP and SDP defining themselves as leftist and socialist parties have a 
more progressive approach; they define themselves as feminist.  

Doubtlessly, the distinctive characteristic of parties emerged as instruments for solving the Kurdish problem on 
democratic grounds has been to lift the lid off women‟s mass mobilization. After 1990, Kurdish women made themselves 
visible in the public arena, which was one of the most restricted zones for women. In 1990s, as we tried to explain in the 
previous pages, the circumstances created by policies aimed at “not solving” the Kurdish issue made the greatest impact 
on women and this situation in turn triggered their consciousness and organization processes. Thus, the migration 
phenomenon of the period was implemented as a state policy and villages were evacuated by force. Poverty, social 
alienation and inability to speak the mother tongue coming as a result of forced migration, generated an overall traumatic 
situation. In this sense, migration was an indirect method of violence while in the meantime, detentions, arrests, violence 
by state, abuse and rape gave rise to social revolt and resistance. Due to the rise in arrests in these periods, prison 
yards turned into women‟s spaces. In front of these pressures brought about by war, women displayed substantial 
resistance and their mobilization acquired a mass dimension. Parties like HEP and DEP that expressed the Kurds 
pursuit for solutions through political democratic means also became centres to which popularizing resistance of women 
was channelled. In this respect, this period, which is one of the significant phases of the process that extends all the way 
to our trial here, also represents a social revolution for Kurdish women. Because, the Kurdish Freedom Movement, 
wherein Kurdish women participated breaking feudal bonds, is also a process within which Kurdish women acquired an 
identity, strengthened their gender awareness and contributed their colour to the struggle. Leyla Zana has been the most 
concrete example of this. Participating in politics in a process starting out at prison gates, then becoming a deputy, 
staying in prison for years for freely expressing her opinion, Leyla Zana has become the national symbol of “women‟s 
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identity” for Kurdish women. Alongside that, Leyla Zana has been a concrete example of the fact that women can do a 
very good job in politics which has been considered a“man’s job”. Politics, as an area where the statist male mentality is 
most influential, has experienced a rupture in the person of Leyla Zana as both a Kurd and a woman. However, an 
original women‟s organization did not emerge in HEP or DEP in these periods. In the program of these parties, it was 
underlined that laws must be rearranged in a way that will enable women and men to be equal and to participate freely in 
all areas of the social life.  

In HADEP, which was founded in 1994, a “women‟s commission” was established as an expression of original 
organization as distinct from other parties. Later, with the amendment in the political parties act, branch organization was 
initiated. In this process, the most fundamental reality that created the need for original organization was the daily 
increase in the numbers of member and working women; and in parallel to that, the fact that women displayed the power 
to independently organize activities lke meetings, conferences and congresses and the power to create a collective will, 
a collective decision-making power. No doubt, this was also a reflection of the emergence of an awareness of “women‟s 
identity” among women participating in national struggle and the creation of women‟s organized mechanisms. The 
development by women of their own original and organized struggle has of course also been an expression of their 
pursuit for freedom. This emerging original organization has turned into a power not only at the Centre, but one that 
becomes socialized and expands all the way to villages, towns and administrative districts. Starting with these periods, 
women took part in levels of top management and reflected their willpower in the decision making processes and also 
evolving their independent understanding of politics, they have tried to change general mechanisms in that direction. 
Women, who have participated in politics, getting out of their houses, have played a role in changing both the feudal 
social structure and sexist male-dominant politics.  

This determination by Kurdish women has also popularized the awareness that women can resolve their social, 
political and economic problems only through organized struggle. The main principle this original branch organization of 
women is based on, is the fact that women must create their organization on the basis of their intrinsic identity and 
willpower and that women‟s freedom is a precondition for social freedom. The fundamental means for putting this fact 
into practice is to create organized mechanisms, to get rid of all of patterns of mentality belonging to the patriarchal 
system and to have women‟s point of view prevail in all areas where gender discrimination makes itself felt. It can be 
said that women‟s branch organizations continued with DEHAP, were realized and institutionalized on the basis of these 
principles. This level of struggle carried the definition of women‟s problem to a strategic level in party policies as well.  

On this basis, women and youth branches in HADEP were recognized as autonomous organizations that had 
right to elect their own administrations. Positive discrimination for women was taken into consideration in the party 
statute as; “they should be represented in one over four (¼) proportion in decision making and administrative bodies”. In 
DEHAP, women problem was considered to be the source of all inequalities and in the program it was defined as 
follows: “gender inequality, as a historical and social problem, is one of the fundamental problems of our age. This 
problem does not only affect women; the main reason why humanity has reached the 21st century without solving serious 
social, political and economic problems, is the fact that this most ancient inequality, which feeds all other inequalities has 
not been overcome. Today‟s world, which is the product of a history where women do not take place, that leaves them 
out and silences them cannot develop solutions to humanity‟s problems. Equality where half of the society is considered 
non-existent is not real equality. Democracies, in which women are not represented with their differences, are incomplete 
democracies”. Positive discrimination was exercised as 35% women‟s quota in DEHAP and women‟s quota was 
implemented at all levels of the party, in municipal council memberships and in congress delegations. As a matter of fact, 
this principle was also implemented in 2002 parliamentary elections and in 2005 municipal elections. At the same time, 
adopting requisites of CEDAW ratified by the UN in 1979 such as principles of establishing women shelters, equal 
opportunity of employment and education, struggle was waged against traditional values that consider women as 
secondary and weak and against all practices that deny women the right to decide on their own lives such as, early 
marriages, polygamy, bride price and berdel (arranged simultaneous marriage between sons and daughters of two 
families in place of bride  price) and  included in the program. It is telling to note that we are being prosecuted for 
struggling against these now.    

In 2004, DEHAP dissolved itself on grounds that the existing organizational level failed to meet rising needs and 
was not sufficient and initiated a re-structuring period, reached the broadest segments of society to take their opinions, 
suggestions and assessments and launched the Democratic Society Movement (DTH). DTH established its working 
principal on creation of democratic politics, organizing from the party grassroots. Setting out to build pluralistic, 
democratic politics, DTH became a political party in 2005. Together with the change in the understanding of making 
politics and mechanisms, we, as women, opened our organization model to discussion and we embarked on a quest for 
a new model. We find it necessary to point out that during this period that comes all the way up to our trial here, we 
changed and widened our mechanisms on the basis of our organizational needs which constantly increased in the 
context of democratic Kurdish politics. This quest constituted the basis for our councils that we established within DTP 
and then afterwards in BDP. Our council model, which the charges directed at us here declare illegal, bases itself on 



 11 

horizontal organization and voluntary participation in general. It involves flexible organization rather than a centralist, 
strictly hierarchical organization and being a broad organizational model, aims at reaching all segments of society.  
Within this framework, we should also note that our work within DTP women‟s council was carried out on the basis of the 
principle of women‟s original and autonomous initiative and organization. By carrying out this work to realize what you 
qualify as “illegal” activity and criminalize, we aimed to recreate political mentality on the basis of women‟s point of view 
and women‟s values, to replace the political mentality shaped by a patriarchal mentality that completely ignores women. 
In addition, to achieve active participation of women in the area of politics, we reached out to women from all segments 
of society in an attempt to eliminate the obstacles in front of women‟s participation in politics. As a matter of fact, 
enabling social change-transformation by creating tools for women‟s participation in politics with their self-identity and will 
constituted the basis of our original organization. We consider women‟s active participation in decision making processes 
essential, and we struggle against traditional roles and gender inequality. On the basis of the principle that the tools to 
achieve a purpose should be in conformity with the purpose itself, we, as DTP women‟s council, based ourselves on 
horizontal organization, organized in villages, towns, districts and cities and applied direct democracy in decision making 
processes. Also, we accepted all the women in the administrative levels of the party, including parliamentarians and 
mayors, as members of women‟s council and included them in our meetings and decision making processes. Our main 
purpose here was to generate women‟s collective will and point of view on the basis of DTP women‟s council. In general, 
within the party program, we considered the gender inequality problem as the sharpest and most wide-spread 
discrimination and we saw woman as the basic dynamic of democratization of politics. We advocated the principle of 
positive discrimination in all fields and at all levels of the party; we implemented 40% gender quota. Besides, we broke a 
new ground in Turkey by putting co-presidency system into practice.   

Co-presidency has its basis in the right to equal representation and aims to make this visible and to voluntarily 
turn it into a matter of principle. This practice was aimed at causing a rupture in male leadership tyranny in political 
parties; and since law makes no room for this in Turkey, it was realized only de facto. However, we would like to highlight 
that we initiated a petition campaign in Turkey to change relevant laws that do not allow the co-presidency system; we 
presented nearly 500 thousand signatures to related institutions. This de facto practice that we had started in DTP 
continues within the organization of BDP today.  

On issues of principle, in the context of our party‟s disciplinary actions, we did not only deal with activists‟, 
executives‟ and members‟ behaviours in the party but also in private field. We included all kinds of violence against 
women including violence in the family, all sorts of abuse and discrimination against women, and making polygamous 
marriage after becoming a party, within the scope of disciplinary offenses in our party; and we operated the necessary 
mechanisms and cancelled the memberships of those who committed the above mentioned offenses. As Kurdish 
women, we strengthened our claim to change patriarchal politics via an original-autonomous organization in the political 
parties that constitute a basis for legal democratic struggle. In parallel with this, we worked on issues of equality aiming 
to put the social and political problems that women experience on the agenda and to make them visible.  

For all these reasons, as women working in DTP women‟s assembly, we have been both among the founding 
elements and at the same time members of Democratic Freewomen Movement, which has been meeting since 2003 
and which includes women from all segments of the society, women from several combined institutions, independent 
women institutions, associations and cooperatives. In this way, we became part of an alternative association belonging 
to women within DOKH that wages a struggle against patriarchal system, purges itself of its mentality, organizational 
models and relationship styles. Once again, for similar purposes, we organized many conferences, meetings, protest 
actions and activities together with feminist, socialist and independent women‟s organizations in Turkey to wage a 
common struggle with common agendas against common problems. In order to enable the establishment of peace within 
society, we set up the action line of women‟s joint peace front against existing militarist policies. We know that under 
circumstances where war legitimizes all kinds of violence, poverty, immigration, abuse, rape, social and cultural 
assimilation made and continues to make its greatest impact on women. From this point of view, we undertook the 
mission of working to build peace by means of women‟s collective power, with the consciousness that we have our own 
word to say, we have the power to change; and we did not hesitate to pay the price for this without any personal 
concerns. At the stage we have reached, we know that democratic politics based on gender freedom can be 
implemented only by political parties where women, who constitute half of the society, are political actors. This is 
possible only through mechanisms formed by free women‟s will. We are aware that militarism and the mentality, which 
does not accept this and will act with the slogan “shoot the women first”. Unfortunately, while all discussions on 
democracy in Turkey are carried out as if women did not exist, our efforts to be in the face of this challenge are hindered 
by patriarchal mentality, orthodox traditions and cultural structure, antidemocratic nature of code on political parties and 
elections, oligarchy of leaders, political-administrative structuring arising from a strictly centralist, oligarchic-totalitarian 
perspective, and inexistence of democratic participation; and most importantly, instead of being supported, these efforts 
are perceived as illegal activities, tried to be destroyed under the pressure of jurisdiction, and people are being tried to 
be subdued by means of indictments demanding sentences exceeding hundreds of years. It is evident that, those who 
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try to silence Kurdish politicians by using mechanisms of jurisdiction, those who destroy the ethics and conscience of law 
are no different from those who carried out very grave rights violations, with the right to life in the first place, in the 
beginning of 1990‟s and warmongers. Those who revoke our right to do democratic politics will sooner or later be 
condemned in the conscience of our people. Despite all these facts, we believe that we are in a period of time where 
conditions for a democratic solution mature with each day. We should be able to do politics, to establish civil society 
organizations; we should see our differences as wealth and enhance our commonalities. In order to get rid of the phobia 
that all these will divide the country, we have to open the channels of democratic politics with greater courage and have 
people reach a level where they can govern themselves more.     

Yes, we developed an understanding of free local government in the axis of the paradigm of a democratic and 
ecological society; we developed and implemented projects for the solution of the problems of women at the local level. 
We raised the representation of women in local governments to a degree much higher than the average in Turkey. We 
struggled against rent-seeking and fraudulence. We stood against the destruction of the historical-natural beauties and 
richness's of these lands. In doing all these, we tried to render the colour and the perspective of women dominant. We 
want to openly state that, such profound distortion of the activities we carried out in this context and their being leaked to 
the media before the indictment was prepared have nothing to do with good will or law and rights. So much so that the 
efforts and activities to save Hasankeyf, which were realized with the participation of the mayors and municipalities are 
qualified as illegal activities in this indictment and most of us are accused of participation in these efforts. This attitude 
that illegalizes our local government activities and presents them as efforts with high destructive power obliges us to 
elaborate on our local government activities and our basic perspective on this issue.      

Before all, we should make it clear that we believe that the path to a society based on equality, freedom and 
democracy goes through reconstructing a women-Centred life. However, as patriarchal mentality which emerged after 
Neolithic period took shape on the basis of the denial and extortion of women and the women‟s values, we consider the 
modern society to be a society which ignores women. We believe that a more objective and comprehensive look at 
history will show that the phenomenon of local governments began in Neolithic village units. But this phenomenon 
overtaken using methods imbued with male-dominant mentality was emptied off its essence. Because of this, the issue 
of local governments had a merely formal presence until our day, depending on various political interests and reasons.   

It is clear that the subjection of women, who have a basic social quality, to profound enslavement and their being 
kept outside of the social domain, did extensive damage to the natural development of society. In the person of women, 
all systems based on domination hierarchies have reduced the society which, as a consequence of its formative 
character, was dynamic, moral and political and had the capacity to transform itself to lifeless objects with no willpower. 
This is why the freedom of women has come to constitute the main axis of quests and models for an alternative free 
society. While women‟s “symbolical” presence in politics continues today, in order to be able to talk about real 
representation, we feel the need for a perspective and mechanism, where women will be able to formulate and politicize 
their own needs. We also know that local governments in Turkey have for long years been seen as local branches of the 
bureaucratic elite in Ankara. It is sad to know that Turkey had to wait as late as the end of 80s for all local governments 
to become localized and the experience of local government to become predominant. Since then, the equation wherein 
local governments were branches of Ankara was reversed and a process began, in which people and groups who came 
on stage with local governments started to conquer Ankara. When Turkey, with its rich mosaic structure with ethnic, 
cultural, linguistic, religious and sectarian differences, failed to achieve democratization, the domain of local 
governments could not go beyond being an extension of central structures. Thus, the strict centralist system and the 
structure based on monist mentality could not be replaced and consequently women‟s gratefu state in politics did not 
change.   

Although Turkey granted women the rights to vote in and to be elected to local governments with the 
Municipalities Act in 1930‟s, it is still among the countries in which the representation of women in local governments is 
the weakest. Some developments began to find their place in the agenda of Turkey recently with discussions on 
reforming public administration in parallel to the developments in the world. Although the Act of Local Administrations 
which was passed in 2004-2005 provided some openings, gender inequality continued to increase as it did not bring a 
radical solution to the problem. For these reasons, we think that local governments should acquire a democratic space 
along with administrative and financial autonomy, and that a change in mentality and radical reforms must take place in 
the political and administrative structure of Turkey for this to happen. So, our understanding of free, democratic local 
governments has taken shaped with the insight that the society will develop with its free will as women in the society 
reclaim free willpower, organize themselves and advance in socializing life with womens‟ perspective.       

The essence of our understanding is comprised of the principles of organized society and democratic 
participation, ecological perspective, gender liberationist and participatory community economics. This formation closely 
linked to the democratization of politics. It is no secret that democratization problems in Turkey go hand in hand with the 
absolute disregard of women and the barriers erected before them in this field with political, tribal and family-based 
pretexts rooted in tactical concerns. Thus, the representation of women in tens of thousands of council memberships in 
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Turkey has always been around 2,5 %. If we look at the period between 2004 and 2009, there were only 18 women 
among 3.225 mayors in Turkey. And 9 of these 18 women were Democratic People‟s Party (DEHAP) and later 
Democratic Society Party (DTP) representatives.   

 799 of 34.477 Municipal Councillors were women and 119 of these were representatives of DEHAP-DTP. 
Among 3208 Provincial Councillors, 56 were women, 10 being elected from DEHAP-DTP. It is apparent even from these 
data that we, as Kurdish women, have added an ever rising momentum to the representation of women in local 
administrations in 1999 elections onwards. In 1999, People‟s Democracy Party (HADEP) won 36 mayorships, and 3 of 
them were women. Until then, the words local administration, mayor, Councillors brought to mind familial-tribal relations 
and men as their concrete manifestation. In the persons of these 3 women mayors, there was an attempt to break this 
understanding. As a result, significant progress was achieved in 2004 local administration elections with 9 women 
mayors, 119 Although male mentality that refused to accept women‟s presence in the field of politics and particularly in 
the field of local government, responded to this development by rejecting women and creating a lot of practical problems, 
women carried out a lot of work in this field. Women‟s cooperatives, solidarity centres, women‟s parks were established 
in an attempt to provide solutions to lots of local social problems of women throughout this time. As women became 
effective in local administrations, they also influenced the areas governed by men through their work taking 
participativeness, transparency, ecological approach, gender freedom as basis, and made it possible for woman-oriented 
work to develop in those areas as well. Moreover, all segments of society were represented in local parliaments and city 
councils, policies and decisions were taken collectively, women stepped out of their homes even in most conservative 
places, and were able to freely enter municipality buildings. Decisions of principle were taken and implemented 
concerning problems like violence created by feudalism and traditional norms, and concerning problems like polygamy, 
porcupine (kuma), bride exchange (berdel), and early marriages. The boundaries of classical municipalism have been 
transcended by leading the change and transformation of society in the sense of ethical politics. However, we must note 
with regret and shame in the name of democracy in Turkey that the work and contributions of these women as mayors 
has never been highlighted and that there is not a single woman mayor from DEHAP-DTP, who has not been brought to 
court solely on account of their political identity as Kurds and the identity of their party. Some of these women are today 
on trial here. The regime tries to avoid acknowledging all the work carried out by these women with limited possibilities 
and low budgets, in spite of all the pressures and obstacles; operates on the basis of a mentality, which seeks for 
pretexts to take these women to court. The most tragicomically instances of this mentality are to be found in this 
indictment. This indictment regards it as a crime to be a member of and to participate in the activities of Save Hasankeyf 
Initiative (Hasankeyfi Kurtarma İnisiyatifi), which has activists all around the world. Whereas no cases are brought 
against those, who turn local administrations into areas of rent and corruption and hand their municipality over to the 
next administration with huge debts; DTP municipalities and mayors, who put an end to rent and corruption and 
implement democratic participation, are accused of disrupting the unity and integrity of state, brought before court and 
put in prisons. We know that it is in itself difficult to be a local administrator in a geography where the mother tongue is 
ignored and prohibited as a result of the policies of male and assimilationist mentality. From our point of view, while trial 
and persecution of services such as participation in mother tongue campaigns, implementing policies to support the 
development of language, facilitating people‟s expressing themselves in their mother tongue, preparing Kurdish tale 
books, festivals, choruses for children are the most concrete examples of our problems of non-democratization; turning 
receiving services in any language other than Kurdish into an advertisement of modernization and prohibiting Kurdish 
are products of a totally nationalist mentality. It can be rightfully argued that, keeping the culture of the region alive 
through art and cultural activities, especially through festivals and concerts and introducing this historical inheritance to 
the world contributes to the growth of this country not to its division. Sharing and solidarity have existed from the time of 
the first human being until now. Solidarity between municipalities is an old tradition as well. Town twinning is an example 
of this. Town twinning practices developed by DTP municipalities both inside Turkey and abroad, have led to economic 
and cultural sharing. All this work was carried out legally and officially, each activity and project developed in this context 
was covered in local and national media and they were all reported to the Ministry of Internal Affairs. In reality, the fact 
that local administrators from DTP, who have commissioner role in the name of DTP in the Union of Municipalities of 
Turkey, who hold offices as chairman or commissioner in the Union of Municipalities of South-eastern Region, who are 
representatives in the European Congress of Local and Regional Authorities and International Union of Local Authorities, 
are being put to trial here because of all this work is a big paradox and scandal for the justice and political systems of 
Turkey. 

 We have been participating in local government for three terms. 14 of the 18 woman mayors, who were elected 
in the 2009 local government elections in Turkey, were from DTP (now Peace and Democracy Party-BDP). Again, the 
only woman city mayor was from this party. In the same manner, 190 women from DTP were elected as Municipal 
Councillors and 19 as Provincial Councillors. Although there is no other party that projects women‟s colour into the 
politics of Turkey to this extent, elected women, DTP executives, politicians and commissioners have been targeted; it is 
as if someone is attempting to take revenge. So to say, the government which never prefers to acknowledge women, 
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almost applied a gender quota in these operations. The indictment, which was completed after one and a half years, 
turned local administrations into a model of potential crime. We want to note that; we have discussed our now complete 
model of “Free Democratic Local Governments” with many parties concerned and we have taken their views, ideas and 
suggestions starting in mid second term. Especially in the International Local Governments and Women Conference, 
which was held between 3-4th of May 2008, in cooperation with the Municipality of Bağlar-Diyarbakır, TAREM (Centre for 
Social Research and Education), Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, where DÖKH (Democratic and Free Women Movement) 
also participated; we opened a discussion on our draft model and its section on women. We reached agreements on 
ideas and took common decisions on issues such as experience sharing, women‟s participation, gender budgeting, 
ecologic-gender liberationist administration models etc., with women local administrators coming from various countries 
to participate in the Conference. As a continuation of this Conference, we realized the “DTP 1st Ecology and Local 
Governments Conference” with the same purpose, on 6-7th May of 2008. Besides, our many works such as the Maya 
Centre of Woman Solidarity, Kardelen (Snowdrop) Womanhouse, Nujin (New Woman) Womanhouse, DİKASUM 
(Diyarbakir Metropolitan Municipality Centre For Research and Application on Women‟s Issues), EPİDEM (Women‟s 
Education and Psychological Support Centre), Ceren Women‟s Association, SELİS Woman Centre, Doğubeyazıt 
Women‟s Cooperative, Kızıltepe Women‟s Cooperative, Gulşılav Womanhouse, Bostaniçi Women‟s Cooperative, 
VAKASUM (Van Metropolitan Municipality Centre For Research and Application on Women‟s Issues), People‟s 
Workshop, Dersim Women‟s Bakery-Restaurant and Library, Women‟s Directorship, Women‟s Shelter, Women‟s 
Laundries etc.; all of which are supported by Japan, EU and many European countries, have gained worldwide 
recognition. It is impossible to understand from a legal point of view, how all these activities that are all open to public 
and legitimate and legal, can be illegalized. This very same approach is displayed on matters related to our 
understanding of local government and work principles, with the result that almost all of these works have been 
categorized as crimes. Establishing policies to achieve gender equality in local governments, accepting coordination and 
collaboration between women‟s institutions and councils and local governments as a basic principle, accepting 40% 
gender quota as a basic principle in elections, decision making mechanisms and all our fields of work and working for 
this, are some of the “crimes” that we are accused of having committed. Again in this indictment, forming women‟s 
councils in local administrations, creating a women‟s budget and applying various sanctions against those that 
perpetrate violence are not considered as a matters related to the internal procedures and discipline of a party, but taken 
as separatist activities.    

When we evaluate our local government model from the perspective of our approach to the issue of women‟s 
freedom and these works, we think we have achieved important developments in terms of democracy, peace, freedom 
and ecological consciousness in Turkey and we will continue to do so. With this approach, work was done in cooperation 
with and as a constituent of DÖKH. Obviously, one cannot underestimate the successes that have been achieved. We 
need to underline here the fact that all of our works are in line with the European Charter of Local Self-Government that 
Turkey has signed. It should be stated that the main dynamic behind active participation of women in local 
administrations in a lot of countries today is the women‟s movement behind them. In the political scene, these types of 
work need strong support in the background. For example, the work being carried out in the city of Berlin in Germany is a 
striking case. There, women, who participate in politics, came together with women from women‟s movements, and 
worked together to pass the Law on Equality of Treatment between Women and Men, in Berlin. This was appreciated by 
many circles and by the government; and, was by no means regarded as an illegal activity that divides the country. We 
have also struggled at significant cost to enable women‟s democratic participation in local politics. Obviously, increasing 
women‟s democratic participation in politics cannot be achieved only by changing individual phenomena one by one; 
therefore, we believed that the main aim should be to change all the systems and structures that create inequality and 
disadvantage and worked to achieve that. Although we are being tried here because of these works, we have no doubt 
that history will sooner or later pass its judgement on this unlawfulness and that the real value of our work will be 
understood. 

 In this part of our defense, we will try to show how, on the basis of which crises of our age and in response to 
what needs DÖKH organized, carried out what sorts of work on the basis of which principles. The indictment persistently 
makes a special effort to illegalize DÖKH and to accuse it of engaging in activities to destroy the unity-integrity of the 
country. We should note that the approach to us and to DÖKH organization has been rapidly shifted from the status of 
“potential criminal” to “official criminal” in the male mentality and state perception. For, according to this indictment, in 
persons of the women being tried here, we, as all women in general and as Kurdish women in particular, have 
committed a crime if we wanted to engage in politics with our own identities. Did we criticize the government? We are 
guilty. Did we work on the traumas inflicted by war? We are guilty. Did we reject sexual harassment and rape, violence 
against women and prostitution? We are guilty. Did we include women in decision-making mechanisms? We are guilty. 
Did we specify and support women candidates in general and local elections? We are guilty. Did we make statements 
about the peaceful resolution of the Kurdish issue? We are guilty. Did we stand up for the historical treasures of this 
country? We are guilty!! It should be seen that there is no end to sources of guilt in this indictment; almost everything has 
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been categorized as membership in, leadership of organization and even as separatist activity. According to us, this 
indictment has once again shown that it is impossible to talk about a neutral and independent judgment here. We think 
that real separatism is the fact that there can be such extensively different implementations of law and justice in a 
country, that boundaries of rights and liberties can vary depending on the person, to the region or identity. This double 
standard is not only tantamount to the state making an attempt on Turkey‟s unity, but also is an indicator of the level of 
democracy in Turkey, with its anti-democratic, unlawful, divisive nature that is injurious to feelings of justice-conscience. 
It is obvious that the Government that says “Turkey is becoming democratic”, means either “what you live is a lie” or “we 
are fooling ourselves”. We should note that in the 21st century entire humanity, especially women, has come face to face 
with all sorts of violence, a result of male-dominant mentality and the dominant hierarchical system it created. 
Accumulation of the problems that has been deepened and complicated by all types of violence –bloody or bloodless- 
such as social, political, cultural, psychological, ecological instability, inequality, poverty, migration, and injustice created 
by domination, the source of wars, has generated the crises of the age. At the present, plurality and diversity of social 
organizations and collective movements have their roots in these problems. Now, human history and what we 
experience today show that all conflicts, and particularly the women issue, which have not been analyzed accurately or 
which have been tried to be resolved through revision, endure, becoming worse. Facts like polarization among people, 
alienation by moving away from truth, loss of ethical values and meaning as a result of greed for profit and consumption 
mentality, inability to divest science and technology from the manipulation of capitalist power, realities such as cultural 
genocide stand before us as the fundamental problems of humanity as a whole. These problems are the crises of the 
age and, at the same time, they embody the processes, within which the alternatives for solution prepare their basis 
socially, politically and systematically. As we explained in other parts of our defense, hundreds and thousands of narrow-
wide, local-universal, political-cultural, ecological etc. collective movements have taken shape all around the world, 
within which people have acted collectively and tried to play a role in processes of solution. The gender conflict, which is 
the main conflict of the age, on the other hand, has remained unresolved for thousands of years, has been inadequately 
defined and identified; it has remained a conflict that male-dominant mentality interpreted and developed solutions for on 
its own terms through political-ideological, religious, philosophical discourse. Being the original source, anything less 
than the solution of this fundamental conflict would only result in the transformation and continuation of the crises. As we 
have already mentioned, although women have always struggled against this historical conflict; in our century, they have 
been able to create changes in their lives by means of a more organized association and common discourse, and hence 
strengthened the basis for social change. Women‟s struggle that has grown with demands for equality has begun to 
question all aspects of the male mentality, that effect all areas of political, ideological, cultural life; and created its own 
alternatives for solution from women‟s perspective. Women‟s level of consciousness, which was brought about by 
women‟s organizations, movements and associations, made the domination, violence and authorization of thousands of 
years more visible; as this level of consciousness of woman increased, the depth of the pressure experienced became 
more obvious and was decoded.  The most concrete example of this situation of decoding is the fact that scientific-
technical development while leading to the social development on one side, further deepened violence against woman 
on the other. As a result of all these, we can say that, in recent years, women have agreed upon the fact that a real 
solution; acting with democratic-ethical values formed on the basis of a woman‟s perspective, independently of the male-
dominant mentality and its institutions, discourse and solutions; and a mentality where democratic tolerance between the 
people predominates will basically create a freedom-oriented society. From the women of Europe to those of Africa, from 
the women of Middle East to those of Far East, millions of women have come together for similar common solutions 
through questioning male-dominant mentality in connection with different problems. The fact is so that, although the 
organizing methods of an Indian quarter, of a woman association in Europe, of a women‟s association in Middle East, of 
a women‟s initiative in Africa may differ; the women, being seen as a sex-object, may be subject to harassment, rape 
and violence. Women in Middle East may face death each day under the religious, cultural and traditional discourses 
and pressures. All these examples suggest that, despite all our national and locational differences, we are all subject to 
an unchanging reality of violence and death. The variations of violence, which is observable in all its facets and in every 
aspect of our lives from the past to our times; the understandings and policies that reinforce all these and inadequate 
approaches to solutions in the political sphere; the never-ending problems such as male-dominant cultural values which 
are consistently otherizing the woman, are all reasons of being together for us, the women of DÖKH. The denial policies, 
war and poverty; experienced each day as a result of male-dominant monist mentality and the culture created by it, has 
become an ordinary part of our lives while taking away a part of our soul each day. The roles and problems created by 
the gender phenomenon do not offer women a choice other than death or a life without a breath... 

Women, who have been enslaved through economic dependence for thousands of years, today are used either 
as capitalism‟s objects of consumption or are turned into objects on which every kind of operation takes place as low-
wage labor force. In brief, we, in the grip of all kinds of pressure and problems arising from it, have come together to 
struggle for existence and to live with our own will and values in a world where violence rips apart our fabrics of life anew 
every day. Almost all of us know well that, from our own experiences and from what we have witnessed, being a woman 
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and being “different” or the “other” as a result of many reasons which we can cite here, is not an easy task in this 
country. Then, in order to bear this unbelievable savagery we live in, in order to create a liveable country and world, we 
came together. This necessity has forced us, women from various institutions, associations, NGOs, political parties and 
independent volunteer activists, to gather under DÖKH (Democratic and Freewomen Movement). In another sense 
DÖKH, is the power of self-defense against all centralist-power focused structures, a power of self-defense arising from 
the common feelings, thoughts and tolerance created by the collective existence of the human being that is a flexible, 
participatory, variegated social being. It is known that, first the woman was pushed out of life, pushed away from social 
collectively, and then all differences were excluded and people were driven away from collective sense, idea and 
tolerance. Women‟s collectively is, in that sense, a method of strengthening the base for believing that collectively where 
people give each other  strength, cherish differences alongside developing common solutions to problems will generate 
common-ethical values. Well then, how is it that we, who constitute half of the society, are considered “illegal” because 
of the fact that we develop democratic participative methods, although we are subject to multilayered exploitation as a 
result of both our national and gender identities? Since when are standing against traditional or modern social systems, 
rejecting discrimination and struggling against women slaughter and exploitation regarded as “crimes”? We really are 
curious to know that…  

When our organizations increased in number and our fields of work expanded as a result of the work we have 
been carrying out since 2003, the need to set up a broader and more flexible mechanism arose and the DOKH assembly 
was established with the participation of volunteers of women‟s struggle in addition to women branches of DEHAP, city 
mayors of DEHAP, women branches of organizations such as GÖÇ-DER, MKM, YAKAY-DER, TUHAD-FED, women 
associations and corporations such as SELİS and Gökkuşağı. A provisional assembly formed by all these organizations‟ 
representatives initiated joint work and undertook the responsibility to expand this cooperation, and to implement 
common decisions by way of establishing coordination between the institutions. In 2005, the need for a model that would 
bring women together more frequently with the participation of both diverse women‟s institutions and numerous volunteer 
activists led us to organize in the form of an assembly. As a result of the discussions conducted under the observation of 
the government commissioner, in accordance with the Association Act of the time, a founding assembly that would 
coordinate DOKH‟s work, see to it that women‟s collective decisions are implemented and share them with the public 
and the press, in short that would have power of representation and responsibility was elected and working committees 
were identified. Like in many women‟s organizations in the world and Turkey, these working principles have renewed 
themselves as working performance and level rose; with the aim being to reach the functionality that would best satisfy 
the needs. In order to realize the aim of creating this kind of functionality and comprehensiveness, DÖKH evaluated its 
own work with the broadest participation of women from all sectors from time to time and arrived at the working 
principles which constitute the basis of our being put to trial as an illegal organization. Identifying an executive council 
and periodic speakers who will transform the needs of women in all areas into short and long term plans, convert them 
into a working framework comprising campaigns, demonstrations, celebrations and meetings with other women‟s 
organizations in different platforms etc., ensure their realization and coordinate them was the necessary outcome of 
these working principles. Finally, a look at the institutions, political parties or fields of work in the world and particularly in 
Turkey today, shows that they need to have an executive power to coordinate them. This is a subject that should be 
dealt with in the framework of the most natural freedom to organize and determine one‟s own way of internal operation. 
Besides that, we would like to underline that since 2003, as women organized in DÖKH, we have shared the problems 
that we came together to discuss on the basis of our needs, our activities, celebrations and platforms of discussion with 
the public by means of the media and have put our agendas before the public without hesitation; we have not limited 
these to ourselves. Under these circumstances, it is not possible for us to understand how our publicly conducted works, 
which were open to the press and which we shared with the public and in cases like demonstrations which we carried 
out after obtaining permits from concerned official institutions and security forces in the name of DOKH can be 
considered illegal and secret. 

In addition to these, we would like to note that it will be clearly seen that -if audio surveillances were objective and 
reliable (!)- our numerous activities and works claimed to have been realized upon the instructions of an illegal 
organization, were arranged upon collective discussions and decisions of hundreds of women. As we will mention later, 
most basic meaning and essentiality of being a women‟s movement is the principle of autonomy. The principle of 
autonomy, for a women‟s movement, is to determine its own agenda, to take various decisions on the basis of that 
agenda and to implement them. Therefore, we declare again that we carried out all our work with our own free will on the 
basis of women‟s needs, and with collective decisions taken by various women‟s institutions on the basis of their 
proposals and views. In conclusion, we have believed that we are ready to write our own future and are capable of 
creating the institutions and grounds for collectively that this requires, rejecting the future written for us by males and 
male-dominant ideology. On this basis, we do not see any harm in declaring here once more all our work that we already 
publicized and conveyed to all concerned authorities and all the constituents represented in our organization: 
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Women‟s institutions make up the overwhelming majority of the DÖKH constituents. Especially in last decade, 
we, as DÖKH, have played an active role in the establishment of various women‟s institutions as a consequence of both 
the identification of women‟s problems and organizational level and of work carried out by women in the field of local 
governments to fulfil these needs. These institutions are predominantly associations and women‟s counseling centres 
established with the aim of struggling against violence against women, solidarity with women, raising the consciousness 
of women, providing psychological and legal support to women along with institutions that hold vocational courses, 
workshops, handicraft and computer courses etc. that help create areas of work and employment for women. On this 
basis, we established cooperatives to provide a means of subsistence for women to overcome or decrease the violence 
and despair they have been suffering for years as a consequence of economic dependence. These, at the same time, 
are efforts that enable women to enter fields of production in opposition to capitalism‟s greed for profit exploitation of 
labor. 

DÖKH in which representatives of different political parties, mixed NGOs, women‟s specific institions also take 
place, also engages in consciousness raising activities towards the elimination of all sorts of violence against women in 
civil society organizations. DOKH wages struggle against reflections of sexism in NGOs and acts in solidarity with other 
women. Women who take place in institutions of culture and arts struggle against that culture which erodes human and 
social values, aims only at marketing or establishing control over society and uses woman as a commodity; they carry 
out their activities in coordination and cooperation with DOKH. Thus we work to develop women‟s perspective in terms of 
emotion, cogitation and aesthetics by means of an alternative vision of arts and culture; and to spread this alternative 
view and way of thinking within the society. 

We should note that the women‟s institutions cited in the indictment that assembled under the roof of DÖKH are 
institutions with official addresses in cities, with signboards outside their offices that have, for years, been providing 
support to women who were exposed to all sorts of violence. In this geography, women‟s institutions like Gökkuşağı 
Women‟s Association, Ceren Women‟s Education House, Bağlar Women‟s Cooperative, EPİDEM, DİKKASUM, MAYA 
WOMEN‟S CENTRE, provide women with services and support that are not provided by the state; in other words, they 
give women power in social, economic and educational fields and in this way save the lives of thousands of women. Just 
a look at the work of EPIDEM will reveal  that the courses it organizes on law, health and gender issues, consciousness 
raising trainings, even though regarded illegal and criminal by the indictment and taken to court, enjoy the enormous 
support and attention of the people. At the moment, hundreds of women are participating in courses in various fields 
(certificated computer courses, handicrafts etc). Approximately ten thousand women participated in the consciousness 
raising and awareness creating meetings. SELIS provides consultancy and educational services; within the last year, 
hundreds of women came to SELİS for legal support, dozens came for economic reasons, ten women came for shelter 
to protect their right to life, five women came because they were forced to engage in incest and one woman came 
because she was raped. Likewise, SELIS gave educational seminars and handicrafts courses to hundreds of women. 
This institution carries out many of its works in partnership with European women‟s organizations and the European 
Union. In addition to providing these services for women, these women‟s institutions which are presented as having 
illegal organizational links have arranged hundreds of seminars aimed at raising the consciousness of men and have 
struggled against their sexist perceptions based on the conviction that it is crucial to go to the roots of discrimination 
against women and eliminate its fundamental causes. After these concrete examples, we must underline the following: if 
these institutions have committed crimes by engaging in such work, how is it that women who went to polices stations 
and security forces were directed to these institutions by these authorities themselves? We would like to understand why 
these authorities which directed the women to these institutions have not been included in the indictment as having 
committed crimes if these women‟s institutions are indeed engaged in criminal activities. 

In this framework, we can say that as DÖKH, one of the reasons of our existence is to struggle against physical, 
psychological, economic, cultural, legal and all kinds of violence and discrimination against women in social life. And 
furthermore, to have society start questioning the mentality leading to these practices along with its reasons and 
consequences, to collectivize the experiences derived from women‟s struggle and to create platforms for solution. We 
know that, from the past to the present, for thousands of years, the basic principles guiding us have been to reject being 
man‟s property, to go out of the frame of existing moral rules, to reject the destiny determined by family, the will to take 
decisions about their own life, to stand against rigid customs and traditions, desire for employment, wish to go to school, 
quest for identity, to resist forced marriage, to lapse in serving men, to reject being a sex object. Alongside these, we 
have also waged major struggles against atrocious murders of women under the name of “honour” for reasons which are 
not worth a fig. Although much is said about these waves of killing, which pervade the souls, emotions and mind of 
women as well as their bodies, stands taken to get to the bottom of these, to analyze, eliminate or at least minimize them 
in terms of state systems and law are merely for show. As a matter of fact, under the current circumstances, the 
phenomenon of honour has taken the form of a social phenomenon which dictates control not only over woman‟s body, 
but also over the places, behavior and desires of all individuals in society. According to the research conducted by World 
Health Organization interviewing 24 thousand women in 11 countries, every one woman out of five in the world is subject 
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to violence in the course of her life. According to the findings of the Ministry of Justice in United States, one woman is 
raped every 90 seconds, and in France 25 thousand women are raped every year. 

According to research conducted by women‟s institutions in Turkey, the number of women murdered in 2002 was 
66 and increased to over 1000 in 2009. According to Ministry of Justice data, of the over 115.000 suspects tried on 
woman homicide charges during the last seven years, only 5000 have been convicted. Under these circumstances, we, 
as women organized under the roof of DÖKH, believe that in order for these rampant systematic attacks against women, 
human rights violations, homicides and torture all over the world and in our country to be stopped, international 
community and judicial system in Turkey needs to undergo a radical change of mentality and take measures to go 
beyond the norms defined by men. We also believe it is crucial that women create their own mechanisms and alternative 
social institutionalizations. It is clear that, if violence and homicides against women are still perceived as very common 
and normal in a country; and the bestiality hidden behind words like honour, customs and provocation reflects itself in 
cutting off women‟s noses and ears, lacerating their bodies and murdering them, it is a matter of urgence to stop and 
question the democracy, legal system and justice of that country. Therefore, as DKÖH, we evaluate this violence against 
women and society and the social trauma it generates as moral breakdown and reaching rock bottom in terms of human 
emotions, thought and values. As women, it has been the basic reason of our work, institutionalization and cooperation 
in the social sphere to make visible various types of violence and their consequences, to have society question them. 
We should note that the institutionalization in this field was not invented by us; as mentioned before, these are 
institutionalizations that are in effect all over world. We are not only to changing the life of women by means of these, but 
also trying to enable them to participate in the sphere of production, become conscious of their rights, become a 
transformative power and, most importantly, save thousands of women‟s lives. We are doing leadership, sharing our 
experiences, encouraging, organizing and developing various campaigns to make this come true. And yet, instead of 
being encouraged and supported for our activities and efforts on awareness-raising in the framework of the campaign 
titled “we are nobody’s honour, our honour is our freedom” which we started on November 25th (2009) International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women and spread throughout the year, today, we are being tried in court on 
account of these. If it is illegal to expose, question and eliminate the source and types of violence against women in the 
society, then, indeed, there still are hundreds and thousands of women who continue this illegal activity. And we, in 
prison, continue to commit the same crime in our minds and in our hearts. 

 
As DÖKH, 
We have taken place actively in the “Convention of Women‟s Shelters” organized within the last 11 years. We 

have also developed common policies with women from different political organizations in order to open shelters where 
women who have been exposed to violence shall settle, various awareness-raising activities shall be carried out and 
women‟s safety is ensured. We developed common proposals. 

We have made effort to produce solutions for the problem of official and unofficial prostitution which corrupts 
society and women, erodes moral values, turns women into a sex object and a commodity. With this aim, we organized a 
conference in order to expose the mentality that pushes women into and feeds that sector. 

On the occasion of “8 March International Women‟s Day” and “25 November International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women”, we organized hundreds of demonstrations, activities and seminars up to now. 
Unfortunately, work, phone calls and speeches made in connection with March 8th organizations have returned to us as 
issues of accusation and trial; and this in spite of the fact that all women in the world have been celebrating March 8th for 
a hundred years. Hence has the level of democracy (!)in this country has become very apparent. Even our conversations 
with the artists whom we wanted to invite to our activities in March 8th have been accepted as evidence of crime. In 
addition to this, the indictment considers our assembly organization aimed at bringing differences together, developing 
common perspectives on problems, revealing women‟s will and having all women partake in this will almost tantamount 
to separatism. We must clearly state that women‟s organization as an assembly is a democratic and participatory 
organization embracing difference on the basis of common needs involving everyone. In city and neighbourhood 
assemblies which are components of DÖKH, we created mechanisms ensuring the participation of local women in their 
own living spaces, with their own solutions, words and initiatives. The assemblies also strengthen solidarity and sharing 
among women, help develop proposals and projects to solve problems and help women develop common feelings and 
thoughts through  awareness-raising activities. Women come together in assemblies and try to give a direction to their 
own lives by holding discussions on issues ranging from domestic violence to economic problems, cleanness of the city 
or neighbourhood to violence on the streets and taking their own decisions. 

We believe that, within the body of women‟s assemblies, local women will manifest a level of consciousness that 
enables self sufficiency, confidence in their own intrinsic power and belief in their capacity to solve problems. We believe 
that women organized in assemblies, who have been comdemned to live in accordance with the decisions of others 
throughout history will produce more powerfully and will be more transformative in their own locals to overcome 
masculine sexism. Even though, the indictment presents this type of organization as an illegal organization, we know 



 19 

that it is a method being utilised by various circles in the world and in Turkey because of its flexible and inclusive 
structure. It should not be forgotten that, today, social development and democratic culture are equivalent to the 
society‟s responsibility in solving its own problems. It is accepted by everyone that hierarchic, monist, centralist 
structures constitute the basis of problems of our epoch. Parallel to this, countries that embrace democracy encourage 
initiatives which enable the participation of society. Putting women policies at local and general levels on the agenda, 
incentive budgets are set up, and effort is made to achieve strong participation of women. As a matter of fact, it is known 
that various circles have been working on this for some time in many cities and particularly in Antalya, Diyarbakır, Mardin 
and İzmir. Let us note that if assembly activities carried out by different groups in western cities such as Antalya, Izmir 
etc. are not seen as illegal or suspect, and yet parallel activities we conduct in this region are seen as dangerous and 
criminal, this is double standard and plain discrimination. 

As Kurdish women, both in the assemblies and in the platforms we set up with women having different identities 
and from different groups, we tried to create the awareness that we can build bridges of peace between our peoples, 
that diversified identities of all peoples can be made into the wealth of this country as opposed to polarization between 
peoples being aggravated by means of nationalist, militarist, monist policies. This solidarity made all women raise their 
voices against war in the struggle for democracy and peace. Moreover, one of our reasons for existence is to struggle 
against militarism, arms and war systems. Bitter experiences taught us that human history has been written with blood. 
While wars have at all times been one of the major elements of human mind, in the century that we left behind people 
were driven out of their lands, exposed to ethnic cleansing and genocides, along with cities historical treasures that are 
the collective culture of humanity were destroyed. Only in wars, 105 million people died and 62 million of these were 
civilians. The poverty, migration, misery, pain, anger and grudge emerging as a result of this, inflicted erosion that is hard 
to undo in the human soul. Despite some developments in humanity and quests for democracy, peace and calm, culture 
of violence has sustained itself. Despite this naked truth of our age, we are not far from perceiving the reasons and 
consequences of the dirty war that has been going on for 30 years in these lands. We know also that, as shown by both 
world and our own history, peace cannot be put into practice as easily as war. In the war-destruction-death equation, this 
mercilessness of one human to another, hits mostly women and children in our country and in the whole world. Wars 
waged for more domination, supremacy and exploitation, efforts to assimilate others and attacks carried out in the name 
of tribes, religion-religious community and nation, all converge at the point of disregarding the existence of or taking 
under control those who are different. Another common feature of all these wars is their being male-centred power wars. 
In addition to doing harm to all humanity and nature throughout thousands of years, these wars have once again inflicted 
the biggest destruction on women. One does not have to go far back in time, a look at recent history lays everything 
before eyes: 20.000 Muslim women facing violence and rape by Serbian soldiers in Bosnia in the 1990s, 250.000 
women facing the same violence in the 1994 genocide in Ruanda, hundreds of women raped by security forces in 
custody, thousands going through unimaginable tortures in the dirty war of the last thirty years in this country, thousands 
of women murdered in the name of “honor” are tragedies forever condemned in our conscience as black marks that 
humanity can never wipe away. In these lands where denial and extermination, turned into a mentality, a state of mind, 
have been rubbed in all cells of society, as Kurdish women, we, on the one hand, suffered the social pressure men have 
imposed on us for thousand of years and on the other hand, we were the unrecognized sex of a people with an 
unacknowledged identity and existence.   

As DÖKH, we have been struggling for peace and safe living conditions, to achieve social peace in this 
geography, to cry out peace against war and paid the price for this. After all, we know that we are as much against the 
denial of peoples‟ ethnic-cultural identities as we are against the denial of our identity as women and we know that both 
denials converge in monist-domination seeking male mentality. We must note that refusing to acknowledge peoples‟ 
mother tongue, cultures and identities and trying to have a denialist mentality prevail is a condemned, outdated 
approach. Punishing people for speaking their mother tongue in this country, has no explanation in law or justice and 
furthermore it leads to discrimination taking root. In this context, we have acted in solidarity with women of all identities, 
with all institutions and organizations, with all persons who struggle to achieve peaceful- fair and just solutions to armed 
and unarmed conflicts between countries and societies. The cooperation's we realized from 2000 to this day, on 
platforms and various meeting grounds have now transformed into a more active struggle for peace. The Initiative of 
Mothers for Peace established by the mothers of soldiers and guerrillas who lost their lives in war is referred to as an 
illegal organization in the indictment, thus having its share of this indictment which perceives all organized sectors of the 
society as illegal.  We set up women‟s podium for peace in Bingöl in 2003 and voiced various women writers‟, 
politicians‟, academicians‟, artists‟ and activists‟ demands for peace. Unfortunately, the response to these women 
coming from all around the country was pressure, arrest and custody. 

After 2000, as women, we articulated the hope that with the unilateral ceasefire declared upon the request of 
Honorable Mr. Öcalan and the withdrawal of armed forces outside the borders, will transform into an enduring peace, 
that a just and democratic solution will take shape. We have organized hundreds of peace demonstrations, marches, 
activities and peace conferences since then, demanding that this opportunity be not wasted. We have taken a stance 
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against political approaches which put these solution opportunities as risk. During the period when military operations 
escalated, we arranged a peace march and peace watch with the participation of academicians, writers and journalists to 
Silopi, a site where operations were most intensive. On the other hand, we organized the “Now is the Time Initiative” in 
which well-known artists, writers and NGO representatives also took place in order to prevent the revival of armed 
conflict; this initiative still continues its activities. 

Although, all our activities to stop blood and to achieve of social peace have been reversed and returned to us as 
custody, arrest, and, as seen in this case, trials with indictments demanding thousands of years in jail, we are 
determined to continue our efforts at all costs. Thus, all our efforts in this direction, even our will to make our bodies 
human shields in order to put an end to the period of armed conflict have been considered as illegal activities in the 
indictment. We are aware that the work we carried out with our identities as Kurdish and women to prevent this society 
from suffering more is one of the main reasons why we are being tried here today. However, it should not be forgotten 
that we, as women are not the cau throughout history and today. We have grounded ourselves on democratic-peaceful 
resolution of Kurdish question, social peace and democratic co-existence of peoples. For this, we side not with war but 
peace, not with denial but with co-existence, not with monism but with the wealth of cultural differences We wanted to 
lead the way in have peace emerge out of the blood bath flooding the Middle East and our land. Shortly, multi-linguality, 
multiculturalism and plurality of identities have been our fundamental principles and we never made any concession from 
them. We believed that if we are able to introduce women‟s colour into politics, politics will no longer be so autocratic and 
warmongering. In any case, This was the essential spirit of the work carried out by women working in the fields of 
women assemblies of Kurdish political parties and local government, that were among the founders DOKH and later 
among our fundamental components. We perceive the political administrative structure created by a rigid centralist 
approach as the biggest obstacle before democratic participation. We know that, the major needs our epoch and society 
demand democratic mechanisms that will enable local and decentralized participation instead of centralized systems that 
turn clumsy. In this context, starting from the fact that democracies where women are not represented cannot be 
genuine democracies, we supported women in all levels of politics to implement gender quota in all mechanisms, to 
increase women‟s representation and to enable women‟s active participation in decision making processes. We adopted 
the principle of positive discrimination until equality between man and woman is achieved as a fundamental principle and 
we encouraged women to put forth their willpower by struggling against all backward approaches which prevent women 
from displaying strong-will. Besides that, we struggled to have positive discrimination gain legal footing and to implement 
it. We will not repeat the development process women experienced in the course of Kurdish political tradition up to now 
and what results they aimed to achieve for which reasons, having tried to explain it in detail before. However, we would 
like to talk briefly about our work with women in local elections because of almost our all work during these elections, 
even our process of identifying our candidates, have been seen as criminal evidence and distorted in the indictment 
under the name of phone and audio surveillances. First of all, it is necessary to emphasize that we have shared all 
information regarding to our election work with the public from the time when its start was given until the very last day 
when it finished; we conducted all these works very transparently. Starting out with the idea that our candidates would be 
candidates for all women and represent all women, we set up a specific women‟s commission consisting not only of 
women in the political party but with the participation of women from many different women‟s institutions. This 
commission determined the women candidates after collective discussions between hundreds of women from various 
institutions and circles. As a matter of fact, we act on the basis of the principle that women candidates are not at the 
disposal of one political party but are the representatives of all women‟s will. In any case, it is this same principle and 
approach that makes women parliamentarians and mayors DOKH activists. Since representing the will of women in their 
areas will become possible only by participating in women‟s grounds for interaction and discussion mechanisms starting 
at the local level, we, as DOKH, played a role in every activity and work undertaken and tried to reflect women‟s 
consciousness and perspective in politics and decision making mechanisms. In this way, women were seriously 
embraced because of their production in society and getting more votes than men in many places, they defeated 
thoughts and opinions that women cannot be successful in politics. While leading to a significant rise in consciousness in 
the society, these endeavours have also started to acquire a systematic nature in the political party. Since the given 
social consciousness and taught gender roles are internalized by women as well as society, creating an awareness and 
stepping out of taught feminine roles demand special effort in this sense as well. Not only us, but also during and after 
the 1960s when women‟s sruggle intensified and woman question took its place in the agenda, awareness raising work, 
in particular, was conducted with various methods in many countries –in a neighbourhood or on a street, under the roof 
of an association or a political party, in small or large groups. Today, these activities are also carried out by women in 
neighbourhoods, associations, institutions, in independent groups and women academies. These activities were carried 
out not only with the aim of gaining knowledge, but also of becoming aware one‟s rights, sharing experiences, creating a 
difference and change in their lives. We should note that these activities are not only for women but also carried out by 
various political parties, communities and groups. Today, especially AKP, and many political parties and NGOs conduct 
such work and open academies or schools for politics. In Europe and Turkey, many women‟s organizations and 
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institutions are implementing these kinds of programs in order to raise awareness on gender in particular. BDP has been 
continuing this work after DTP was closed down in a scandalous instance of unlawfulness.  

Finally, all of these arose from women‟s concrete needs and were realized. In this framework, like all political 
parties in Turkey, we started work on a school of politics within DTP. Later on we made an official opening and declared 
it to the public. After the closure case of the DTP, causing a unlawfulness scandal, the same operation now are being 
continued by BDP. Likewise, similar work carried out by women in the local governments commission set up in a political 
party upon the decision of its Central Executive Council is being illegalized with a double standard, which we have 
underlined before, and is being declared “illegal” based on falsification of information in various documents. As DÖKH, 
we want to emphasize that we have taken a stand to purge trainings from all information that codes gender 
discrimination, to remove all mechanisms which prevent women from access to knowledge and to create equal 
opportunities for women in trainings and developing consciousness, and we have been trying to develop this in all fields. 
We have created awareness-raising work and training programs that question patriarchy and gender in many fields such 
as economy, politics, philosophy, art, culture, history, family, religion, laws, media and so on, and we have tried to carry 
them in spite of all our inadequacies. We also believed in the necessity of creating the circumstances for everyone to get 
education in her mother tongue and worked to achieve this. We wanted to make all these works milestones in stopping 
all sorts of conflicts on these lands. It is obvious that if all our work spreading over decades that we have been trying to 
explain in all its aspects here, our raison d'être, our values that we believe in and struggle for, our principles and the 
solutions, the alternatives that we propose for social needs in social and political terms are accepted as crimes in a 
country which claims to be a democratic constitutional state, basing all these on legally hollow arguments and evidence, 
it means that the situation is not much different from the witch hunts of the medieval ages... 

Let us reiterate that as DOKH, we absolutely are not an illegal organization, but, since 2003, a grounds for 
collective work for many well known women‟s organizations and institutions, women who engage in politics in parties and 
local governments, various institutions of culture and arts and women‟s rights activists. The executive board and 
activities of DOKH are constituted by the representatives of these organizations, institutions and NGOs and it struggles 
against racism, nationalism, militarism, sexism, exploitation of labour and all kinds of male dominance over women, on 
legal and legitimate grounds. In this framework, DOKH has relations with many women‟s organizations, platforms and 
initiatives in the world and Turkey. It acts in cooperation and coordination with them on many platforms. DOKH sees no 
harm in accepting recommendations, assessments and approaches having the quality of providing solutions to women‟s 
problems of freedom, regardless of from where and whom, from which women‟s institution they come come. In this 
context, DOKH which you are trying to condemn as an illegal organization is a member of many women‟s organizations. 
To mention only few of them:  

 
- World Women March: It is an organization that takes place in a different country every year with the 

participation of women‟s institutions and organizations from all over the world and in which women‟s questions are 
discussed and common solution perspectives are tried to be developed.    

 
- Now Is the Time Group: It is an initiative with members from various women institutions, artists, writers and 

academicians, which voices women‟s peace demands against wars 
 
- World Social Forum: It is a platform that comes together with the motto “another world is possible” in the face 

of the problems and crises being experienced in the world; in the face of wars, inequalities, violations, discriminations, 
destructions of nature etc. created by capitalist hegemony. We are member of this platform as well.  

 
- Convention of Womenõs Shelters: It is an organization where issues such as developing common policies on 

women‟s shelters, increasing the number of shelters, creating budgets for them, improving the content of current 
shelters, violence against women are discussed, evaluated and common decisions are taken by various women‟s 
institutions. We are members of this organization and have participated in its activities since it was established.  

 
- Womenõs Convention: It is a congress in which various women‟s institutions and associations come together 

with the objective of holding collective discussions and taking decisions to create women‟s common language and 
solution perspectives, develop effective agendas on social, political, social, economic, cultural problems of women and 
violence against women.  

 
- Mesopotamia Social Forum (MSF): We are both member and executive of MSF which is a part of  the World 

Social Forum. 
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- Womenõs Initiative for Peace: We are also member of the Women‟s Initiative for Peace in which politicians, 
civil-societies, activist women from different professions come together and work for a just and peaceful solution to 
Kurdish question. 

 
Besides these, we are also members of many Women‟s City Platforms with Istanbul, Mersin, Izmir, Adana, Bursa 

and Ankara in the first place, and work on the basis of common agendas. 
We accept UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against 

Women (CEDAW) and Beijing Declaration as fundamental documents. We are struggling to have Turkey incorporate the 
provisions of these covenants, of which she is a signatory, into her domestic law. 

In addition to these, we have been working with the women‟s circles mentioned above to change all provisions 
that constitute a disadvantage for women in all laws, regulations and case law of Turkey, to make sure women have 
initiative in enacting these changes and to make these laws visible and known to women. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
In conclusion, we can say that AKP government  has failed to use the opportunity created by the hitherto the most 

convenient circumstances in the 80 year history of the Republic, for solving the main problems of Turkey, namely the 
Kurdish problem and women‟s problem by peaceful and democratic means. During this period when we have been 
under arrest for over a year and a half, war was given leeway, not peace. Battles are taking place everywhere. Young 
people are dying; the ones who are the most vulnerable, our kids are being murdered. Mass arrests and trials are taking 
place just like in the times of military coups. Genocidal operations towards Kurdish politics keep expanding. “Peace 
Messengers” who generated enormous hope in the public with their arrival one year ago, were arrested and put in to jail 
8 months later. While the indictment of this case in which they were arrested and we are being tried was accepted, those 
who were arrested in “Ergenekon” and coup attempt trials were released. In spite of the ruling on confidentiality which 
prevented us from using our right to defense effectively, the indictment was leaked to the press before being delivered to 
us and our lawyers. This constitutes a crime. We must clearly state that with this indictment prosecutors have insulted 
the legal system of Turkey, not Kurdish politicians or DOKH activists.  

It seems that in this indictment, prosecutors, violating the right and freedom of association which are guaranteed 
by law, have regarded the acts of legal political parties, women‟s institutions and establishments and NGO's functions as 
crime and have engaged in an effort to create purported evidence to represent them as “illegal”. We must note that, AKP 
taking inspiration from us is trying to emulate our activities which the indictment considers as crimes. Why don‟t the 
prosecutors declare political academies established by AKP, its Middle East Union project, women parks built by 
municipalities, etc. illegal and say “they did these upon instructions from somewhere”? So, is such work free for AKP, 
and forbidden to us? If there is debate on the politicization of the juridical system today, there can't be a more striking 
example. 

Even travelling to Europe has been shown as evidence of crime in this indictment. Anyone who went to visit their 
family, friend or participated in a meeting, conference, seminar, or visited an institution as a guest was considered as a 
member of KCK. Political party members', leaders', representatives' and mayors' visits to Kurdistan Regional 
Government for diplomatic dialogue or to create opportunities of employment, were introduced as meetings with top-level 
directors of KCK. All news read over the web and discussed in the same political party's official local governments office, 
were presented as “reading illegal organization's instructions and having meetings...”. The transcriptions of the 
recordings of a political party's women‟s conference -which already was open to public and media- were converted into 
criminal evidence by presenting it as an illegal meeting. Also a political party's internal mechanism, procedures of 
discipline, invitation of its own deputies and mayors to an activity were accepted as illegal organizational instructions or 
activities. Everything from activities on the 8th of March that is celebrated throughout the world to gender quota 
implemented for women in elections were presented as a proof of crime. 

Shortly, this indictment is full of outrageous definitions and statements which show the abasement of judicial 
system in Turkey, the arbitrariness in definitions of crime and how people can be criminalized because of their identity 
and political views. We mustn't forget that for 30 years all kinds of methods such as pressure, denial and intimidation 
have been tried, but none of them helped solve the problems. We have seen both the times of martial rule and force 
majeure... We know that the former counter-guerrilla units that are now being tried in the Ergenekon case have always 
been put on the market under these circumstances, that rights violations always increase and spread in these 
conditions. A foul copy of long-failed methods is being tried to be re-enacted through this case and indictment.  

An objective eye would see that Kurdish women are not the only ones who to have organized in the world and on 
these lands. In a country where administrative bureaucracy says that "...the right to organize exists in our country", to be 
organized, to ensure the participation of the people from the local areas, should not create such a phobia. Moreover, 
wherever they live, whether a worker or an employer, whether a young woman or mother, whether university graduate or 
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not, whatever her subjective conditions; women have had and will have the need to organize everywhere from the most 
democratic state to the most anti-democratic one, in every city, town, village and neighbourhood. It is not possible to 
obstruct the organization of women through such unlawful methods. 

As we mentioned before, women had a peaceful life style and way of organizing in harmony with nature in the 
matrilineal Neolithic era. But in male dominated systems, where war, death and massacres prevail, the existence and 
freedom of women have been deemed non-existent; and in response to this women have tried to organize against such 
practices. From the Amazons to wise women, from women workers to feminist women, women who managed to raise 
their heads a little have been obstructed, and persecuted in all sorts of ways. Male dominant system has used all sorts of 
devious policies and intrigues to achieve this throughout history. We, Kurdish women, with roots reaching all the way to 
Neolithic era, have combined our wealth of experience and knowledge with those of women all over the world and have 
set out accepting that the inequality between man and woman is the origin of all inequalities. We reached this day, 
paying incredible prices at every step to build and uphold democracy, equality, freedom, peace and justice against the 
racist, militarist, rigid traditional ideologies' mechanisms that oppress the women of these lands. We must note that, it 
must be because the level of awareness, cooperation and activity that we have created as DOKH disturbed some, that 
we are being tried here. They should indeed be disturbed, because it has become our reason of existence to refuse to 
obey the established mentality to what exists; to change what we live in, to create with our own hands a world worth 
living in, it has long been ingrained in our minds as a paramount conviction. Even though there is war, violence, 
persecution right next to us, we Kurdish women know from our lives that our conviction has already started to be a force 
of change. The country is standing witness to the magnificent awakening of tens of thousands of women, whose have 
been climbing the peaks of knowledge and consciousness. We are not the only ones who are being tried here, all 
women who want to live fearlessly in a democratic, egalitarian, gender liberationist, ecological society that upholds and 
cherishes labour, who want to design their lives themselves are on trial here. Just like us, these women do not want to 
be the slaves or virtue of anyone either. Just like us, these women do not want to be buried alive, executed on gallows 
and guillotines, harassed, raped either. And this case should make everyone realize that a society worth living in cannot 
be maintained unless given shape by women's hands, soul, love and point of view. 

We believed that another world is possible, that Turkey's democratization can be realized by women‟s hands, 
efforts and we set out with this conviction. We know that in this country, acting in an absolute spirit of social engineering, 
the founding cadres of the Republic ignored the history of peoples whom they saw as different or as enemies and of 
those in the opposition. The official history that they created was constructed as the history of whole society and women. 
They wanted to carry out a "modernization project" based on one nation and one set of central values in a multi-cultural 
geography. And for a long time, they convinced almost everyone in this. All kinds of merciless methods awaited the 
disbelievers and objectors; we know this from our lives. We accepted the differences in this land as wealth and refused 
being authorized/marginalized. We believed that the Kurdish issue can be solved by democratic peaceful means; we 
strugglesd for this; we made this one of our reasons for organizing. In fact the practical reality which has been revealed 
by the latest developments is that this issue can not be resolved by means of weapons; and that insisting on this, will 
push us into a much worse situation. What reason, common sense, interests of the country and balance of powers 
shows us is that, the parties can find a solution by recognizing each other, acknowledging one another as interlocutors, 
acting with respect for each other's demands and establishing dialogue. But the approach to our trial indicates that even 
political platforms, dialogue grounds and efforts in this direction are deemed illegal and criminal; and, policies 
endangering the future of peoples, children, youth and women living on these lands have still not been abandoned.  

We, members of DOKH (Democratic Freewomen Movement), regard this case not as judicial one but as a 
political one. Presentation of work normally carried out by all parties and their commissions as criminal evidence in the 
indictment and the manipulations over public opinion carried out by means of media in order to justify the case are 
enough to verify this. Frankly, as activists who have their hearts set on working with women, link this paranoia to a fear 
of the democracy that women will realize. Yet, it is ludicrous to think that a democracy without women can be democracy 
in a society whose half is constituted by women. We are being tried because we have dared to expose the truth about 
this state and the system it represents, which is not prone to make any opening for humanly life.  But, those who uses 
deception as a method, who feed on war, who base their existence on bloodshed and tears, must be awfully afraid of a 
democracy that upholds freedom; this is why they resort to such trials. They arrest woman workers using anti-democratic 
methods and carry out new arrests every day. And we rightfully want to ask: how is it that those who have made murder 
a walk of life, those who have made a habit of bloodshed;  torturers; those made sexual abuse, rape and violence 
commonplace in this land can walk about freely; but, those who think that this country deserves real democracy can be 
easily tried pending sentences of thousands of years? Isn‟t there a problem with such a justice mechanism, such a law 
system? Or can it be that what they want to say by turning law into a partner in this injustice is: “Strike at the Kurds first, 
strike at the Kurdish politicians first, strike at the Kurdish women first”? How can all the atrocities committed against the 
Kurds and the Kurdish women until now be justified in the legal disguise; and, the Kurds‟ demand for egality and the 
Kurdish women‟s quest of freedom can be received with such paranoiac unlawfulness?  
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The fundamental chaos, which goes back to B.C. 2000‟s and has put its mark on 21st century, has been total 
disregard of women who constitute half of the society, denial of all the basic values created by women, deeming proper 
all sorts of atrocity against women. Unfortunately, we know that in one period male mentality had an approach that 
instrumentalized science under the guise of population planning to reduce the ratio of women in population, envisaged 
pills to prevent the birth of girls. It can be seen that the losing ground of male mentality which attacked women who gave 
birth to him and fed him was this very point. Based on this, we can say that all systems that attack  the “mother source” 
from within which it was born, grew and developed, are doomed to annihilation. And we want to state that we regard the 
freedom of women; the building of a democratic, ecologic, gender liberationist social structure and a just legal structure 
shaped in accordance with that as the principal way out of this state of inequality and chaotic deadlock.  

Yes, we carried out, made public and embraced all the activities, meetings, conferences and happenings which 
you distort and present as things done illegally and secretly. We never tried to hide the rapes in Siirt, the case in Mardin 
known as the N.Ç. case and similar rapes in all the other cities; we never put the perpetrators under protection by any 
reason. We put all our effort into encouraging the trial and exposition of the perpetrators. What happened in the “shame 
cases” like the ones in Siirt and Mardin? The state and the media highlighted them for a few days and afterwards started 
to cover the cases with countless pretexts as usual! After an 8-year long trial, which recently ended, the perpetrators of 
rape in the N.Ç. case were granted near impunity! It is evident that the State is reluctant to free itself of its dirty linens. It 
is known that security forces and bureaucrats are involved in some of these cases. The fact that rape culture and forcing 
into prostitution developed and carried out against Kurdish women is, unfortunately, supported and carried out under the 
control of the state is not a mystery anymore. There are hundreds of such cases which feed on the atmosphere of 
violence and are used as instruments of the “special warfare” in the region. It is well known that we, as the members of 
DÖKH, have been taking stance against such degeneration and struggling to do away with these. We can not refrain 
from asking:  How come the realization of duties unfulfilled by the state and its government; the struggle to achieve the 
transparency which is not implemented by the state, can be accepted as crime?   

We can clearly indicate that if we are being prosecuted here today, it is mainly because we have remained loyal 
to the policy of openness. Not because we were proceeding with our work secretly and illegally like the indictment 
asserts. If what we are trying to explain from the beginning; our defense is well understood, we have cooperated with 
women‟s organizations with whom we have common agendas, who work with the same principles and more importantly 
who wage women‟s struggle. But we are an independent and individual organization and we do not get any instructions 
from any mechanism. 

We underline this again, this operation is a political operation in all aspects. From the way we got arrested to our 
custody process, from the questions that were asked at the prosecutor‟s office, to the judge's interrogation, the whole 
situation has a political quality. Before our the interrogation of most of our friends by the judge, the press announced 
news of 53 people being arrested. The questions that were directed at us during the query were about activities like 
those of other political parties who were up for election currently. The commissions set up to determine candidates by 
AKP, CHP and MHP, as part of election activities were considered normal but ours were considered as a crime. In fact 
we claim that DTP embraced and applied a more democratic method compared to other parties. The commission 
established by DTP, determined it's nominees by using democratic methods to the end, combining feasibility surveys 
and wills of thousands of people. We know that there was a strict union against DTP in the 2009 local elections.  From 
the governor to police, from military to other powers, cooperated with other political parties and used all the resources of 
the state to prevent DTP from winning in the region. Starting before the election, hundreds of DTP members, activists 
were put in jail on the basis of meaningless accusations. In spite of this process, DTP came out with a big success from 
the region and as though they were trying to take revenge, a flood of unlawful arrests and trials against cadres, 
executives at the party headquarters, mayors and assembly members who were elected with big amount of votes and 
against various democratic dynamics who supported DTP were initiated. Moreover, there was an attempt to deceive the 
masses by means of a very vague policy of “opening” that has never been properly named. We must point out that it is 
an outrageous political approach which is trying to profit from Kurdish problem. After the beginning of this process, 
neither Kurdish people nor women felt any democracy in their lives; instead their right to association and engage in 
politics were obstructed. On the other hand, by means of such a case against Kurdish politicians and DÖKH activists, 
the message conveyed to the millions who voted for DTP was: “we don't recognize your will”. Therefore we accept and 
consider this case not as trial of 151 persons or as a case which tries over 1500 politicians, but as a case against 
Kurdish people. It is exposed by phone and audio surveillance that we have been under surveillance for 2 years. And we 
feel the need to ask this: We were under surveillance for 2 years, and our normal conversations are considered evidence 
of crime, then why did they wait until after the elections? Why did they let us continue with our “crimes” for 2 years? 
Truthfully this fact shows that even the timing of the operation was determined according to political conjuncture. 

We would like to once more underline that this operation is entirely a political operation. It has a political character 
from the way we are taken under custody, the process of custody, questions having been asked during our pleas under 
custody to the interrogation of the judge. Press had issued news on the arrest of 53 people even before the pleas of 
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most of our friends. Most of the questions having been posed to us during the interrogation were on activities as part of 
the studies currently going on election in Turkey. AKP, CHP, MHP was found righteous in establishing commissions to 
choose candidates in election studies; while our similar activities were regarded as crime. Moreover, we assert that DTP 
had adopted and applied a far more democratic method than other parties in all its aspects. Commission established by 
DTP had applied democratic methods to the end and determined its candidates through feasibility studies, sending up a 
trial balloon and the will of thousands of delegates. We know that there was a real alliance against DTP in the local 
elections of March 2009. Every effort was made to prevent the victory of DTP in the region from the city governership to 
military and other forces through alliances with other political parties. Hundreds of DTP members, employees were 
arrested and put in prison even before the election period. Despite all these tendencies, DTP managed to gain a great 
success in local elections. This time, as if taking revenge, an illegal arrest campaign was launched against the 
executives of the general Centre, municipality mayors or assembly members who were elected with majority votes or 
various democratic dynamics supported DTP in this process. On the other hand, masses were attempted to be deceived 
through an ambiguous expansion politics whose name was never revealed. We need to state that it is an ugly politics 
willing to take advantage of Kurdish problem. Since the beginning of this process, neither Kurdish people nor women felt 
an amelioration in democracy, while opportunities of their organisation and politics were attempted to be totally ruined. 
On the other hand, Kurdish politicians and DOKH activists were subjected to this judgment, the message, „we do not 
acknowledge your will” was aspired to be given during the election period in the name of them. Therefore; we do not 
consider this case  It has been revealed through phone wiretaps and audio surveillance that we have been in technical 
pursuit for around two years. We need to ask the following: It seems that you have been following us for two years and 
distort even our daily talks in a way to create evidence, than why did you wait for the aftermath of elections? Why did you 
overlook us to “commit those crimes?” In fact, this situation revealed that even the timing of the operation was 
determined by the political conjuncture.  

We decided to support DTP, be a part of it and become active executives in it in 2009 local elections. 
Undoubtedly, the strategically approach of DTP towards women‟s freedom issue, which we have previously discussed in 
detail, had great role in this decision. No party has ever taken this problem into consideration. We took part in both 
general and women election commissions of DTP basically due to these reasons. During election work, we conducted 
active work in cities, towns and villages in the name of DTP. We attempted to realize 40 % women quota in determining 
women candidates through the healthiest methods. We also encouraged woman candidates and worked realize their 
strong participation. We applied various women oriented training programs for women candidates. We know that 
European countries support similar work through special funds and projects, while we struggle here for the stronger 
participation of women in politics. We need to note that similar work is being conducted by KADER (Association to 
Support Women Candidates).  

Within this framework, all our work conducted in the context of DTP and Local Governments Commission aimed 
at revitalizing democratic values in these lands to create grounds for direct public participation. It is to our great surprise 
that our local governments model which is entirely based on democratic, ecologic, i.e. with environment consciousness, 
organization was presented in the indictment as an illegal organizational document. This was clear indication of the 
attempt to fill the indictment with purported arguments. We believe that, if there is to be a trial, it must be this mentality 
which ignores the leadership of women based on non-violent strategies, and regards her democratic attempts as actions 
against the union and integrity of this country that should go on trial.  

Another issue to be taken into consideration here is arguments such as “putting pressure on others, forcing or 
even threatening them etc.” We need to openly state that most of these accusations are based on situations related to 
inner discipline and inner proceedings witnessed in all parties or institutions. We conduct joint discussions in establishing 
our inner proceedings and participation in this process is entirely based on voluntariness. It is not a process based on 
pressure and force, but a process having conscious participation of everyone. We are aware of the fact that no woman 
needs a new pressure system and imposition and women who have set out with us have done so in an attempt to get rid 
of this pressure system.  

We need to honestly state that we all acted with the knowledge that ours was a hard path. Finally, being both 
women and Kurdish is to have the two most risky identities in this country. We know that we are always on the target due 
to the periodical politics of systems. In the end, we are forced to adopt an attitude and utter a word against a reality that 
insists on ignoring us.  

What is it that  they want to achieve by destroying the word? Are they trying to say: “Do not think, do not talk! We 
will do it, if it is really necessary to think!” It is obvious that this is another method of ignoring. No one can better know the 
trauma of being unable to say a word in our own language. Our mothers have for years been kept waiting in front of 
state gates just because they cannot express themselves in Turkish. Not democracy, equality, law but single language, 
single people, single nation ideologies made themselves manifest at those gates. As people alienated to each other, we 
were in fact the founders of the same country. When a US citizen, a French, German or British came to those gates, s/he 
had a right to have an interpreter. However, Kurdish people who are among the original founders of this country do not 
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have such a right. Each day and hour we felt the pain of not being able to express ourselves in this country for which we 
shed our blood and live together as Kurds and Turks and we continue to experience it. As Kurdish women we had to 
endure the most blatant suffering of this reality in our hearts, in our lives. Sometimes, we were locked in the house and 
not allowed to go out, sometimes we were ignored and sometimes, as today, we were tried as a consequence of our 
struggle in pursuit of our rights by most democratic means. We did not have the smallest rights of a creature in nature. 
We could not speak our own language even as much as a bird. In this respect, we believe the cruellest  suffering ever 
inflicted by men on men is to ignore their natural rights. On the other hand, if we are deprived of even our rights by birth, 
we are determined to create an organized struggle against this. In the end, Turkey, as a country having undersigned 
many international human rights documents like the European Human Rights Convention, UN Universal Human Rights 
Covenant, is obliged to respect vital rights of people. Accordingly, it needs to protect, secure and realize citizenship 
rights of people, rather than treat them as “others” and deprive them of their identity. We of course are not only referring 
to gender identity here when we say identity rights, we also refer to political, cultural, political and ethnic identity of 
people. What we have thus far done, is to display our will to use our natural rights. Although we all have different 
histories, our demand is to open a space that will let us breath freely.  In a time when everyone can openly have their 
say on Kurdish problem, we Kurdish politicians and women are being deprived of all our rights to raise our voice; this is a 
political oppression. Unfortunately, nowadays the political approach of the government is to distort words, essence and 
truth and generate a word-action-language chaos by means of rhetoric's.  

On the other hand, the same political power declines from take any earnest step to close a bleeding wound and 
all it does is no more than playing with words and deception using the power of rhetoric. It is a fact that we live in an era 
totally corrupted in the name of democracy. There is no other explanation for the lack of action or the guise of action on 
all types of problems on which so much discussion. If there is any truth about seeking for a solution to Kurdish problem, 
this just solution should reflect the voice of conscience in an indisputable way. We could have chosen to never turn to 
look back as eye-witnesses, victims and partakers of all these processes, we could have avoided seeing and hearing. 
However, we believe that one becomes a human being at that moment when she feels the pain and sorrow of another 
person deep in her heart. Being human, means being able to understand, internalize and more importantly to cherish the 
existence of differences, different approaches and perspectives and starting out from there, being able to open doors to 
new lives. In the end, we feel it to the bone that humanity gives way to cruelty and massacre in times of war. This cruelty 
takes away much of the humanity of both its perpetrators and spectators. Our lives have taught us that being a woman in 
this geography, means that you will be subjected to these circumstances of profound pressure and inequality and all 
sorts of indescribabable violence. Even though our will, our quest, our struggle to break out of and to take women out of 
this circle developed on most legitimate platforms in the context of democratic rights, today, we are being put to trial 
here.  

We need to state once more that this has not contributed to the solution of Kurdish problem, women‟s problem, 
problems of unemployment and poverty or shortly of any political, social, economic and cultural problem; on the contrary 
it has aggravated them all. The reintensification of the armed conflict during this period when we were under arrest has 
exposed the emptiness, the misleading nature and falseness of demagogical claims in the line of, “we made a surgical 
operation, we opened the blocks before peace” “good things will happen,” elaborated in the media in a big operation of 
distortion and reversing operation during our arrest. The media and press were manipulated and instrumentalized in this 
process, incredible diagrams were published in an attempt to justify this case. Security forces, law, media and political 
power all acted in full cooperation in this lawsuit. Under these circumstances, we have the right to ask the following 
question: if we were obstacles to social peace in this country, then what concrete steps have been taken towards peace 
ever since our arrest? Why do young people keep dying? Why are small children being recklessly murdered? It is 
obvious that politicians who want to solve the problems of this country have no security at all. 

These operations based on reasons and evidences of highly paranoiac nature have left the public face to face 
with a serious trauma. DTP was closed as part of a political decision and the military operations further aggravated the 
conflictual circumstances. More young people lost their lives, mothers wept more, our children were sentenced to tens of 
years in prison. We must openly state that April 14th operation and what came afterwards did not open the path to 
peace, on the contrary it set a block before peace. If only the remuneration for the lawless treatment we are being 
subjected to, were peace. No circle, organisation, political party or even power of law and jurisdiction can know how 
much we would want this as the real victims of this process.  

Another issue we want to particularly underline is that following the unlawful treatment we faced in April 14th, 
special methods of psychological pressure were used against DOKH activists outside, they faced increasingly 
widespread threats, abuse and attempts at rape. This is not the first time we find ourselves confronted with these 
methods and even worse. They must know well that such ugly and dirty methods will never yield any result. It is obvious 
that such actions against women are in vain; the continuation of the struggle despite the practices, crimes against 
humanity and human rights violations in 1990s has shown that. Let alone yielding any result, such methods used against 
women can only deepen and bleed social wounds. We hereby once more state that such dirty methods should be 
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abandoned and necessary penal proceedings should be initiated against perpetrators. On this occasion, we once more 
state that we are against these crooked, manipulative obstacles, pressures, women massacres of the 21st century, and 
that these will never intimidate us.  

If it is true peace that is being sought for, this should cease being the state of a quest articulated only at times of 
conjectural difficulties; it should be a consistent totality of efforts that needs to be kept up until a just solution of 
problems. On the other hand, channels of democracy should kept wide open. We set out in search for a democracy and 
lifestyle based on life and keeping alive rather than a male ideology based on death and killing. Finally, we must note 
that we really aspire to change this way of life.  We set out to establish a far better world and we will never give up 
regardless of the cost and threats.  

Whatever your decision may be, this case will not be acquitted in the political and legal history of Turkey because 
it is against democracy to judge people based on their thoughts and because they practice their right to organisation. 
That‟s the case as long as democracy remains the name of the regime that aims to realize societies‟ aspirations for 
change in a painless fashion on the basis of principles of freedom of thought and organisation. States giving up this 
principle of democracy, as various samples in the world show us, damage social and international peace before anything 
else. As the decision and planning of this case is entirely political, this is a political case. It is essentially the will of a 
people and of women that is put on trial in the person of our identities, thoughts and ourselves. To justify this case, they 
claimed our thoughts and political organisations to be illegal, apparently they thought that our speeches as politicians 
and women in various platforms did not provide sufficient evidence, so they called on X persons for help and tried to 
pass our sentence in advance on the basis of unlawful evidence and far-fetched claims. Despite the unlawfulness that 
has predominated this case until now, we would like to believe that judges will act in conformity of judicial ethics at least 
in this phase of the case. If not, we believe that ultimately history and the conscience of peoples will bequeath us, 
regardless of the outcome of the trial.  

 
WOMEN ARRESTEES FROM DOKH  
 
 

KCK MAIN TRIAL WOMAN LIST 

 
 

1. Herdem KIZILKAYA: Founding Member- Democratic  Society Congress and Democratic Free Women Movement  
spokeswoman (ARRESTED) 
2. Selma IRMAK :  Vice Co - President  of Democratic Society Party (ARRESTED) 
3. Esma GÜLER:  Member of  Democratic Society Party Assembly(ARRESTED) 
4. Pero DÜNDAR : Member of  Democratic Society Party Assembly(ARRESTED) 
5. Zahide BESķ: Member of  Democratic Society Party Assembly(ARRESTED) 
6. Pergüzar KAYGUSUZ:  Member of Central Executive Board of Democratic Society Party. (ARRESTED) 
7. Zöhre BOZACI: Member of Central Election Commission of Democratic Society Party. Member of  Ecology and 
Local Authorities Commission of  Democratic Society Party (ARRESTED) 
8. Leyla DENķZ: Member of Central Election Commission of Democratic Society Party. (ARRESTED) 
9. Nihayet TAĸDEMķR: spokeswoman of Central Election Commission of Democratic Society Party. Member of 
Democratic Society Party Woman Assembly ARRESTED) 
10. Sevi Demir: Member of organization and Election Commission of Democratic Society Party. Member. 
(ARRESTED) 
11. PĔnar IĸIK: Member of Democratic Society Party Woman Assembly. ( ARRESTED) 
12. Besime KONCA: Member of Democratic Society Party Woman Assembly. (ARRESTED) 
13. Hacire ¥ZDEMķR: Member of Democratic Society Party Woman Assembly. . (ARRESTED) 
14. Sara AKTAĸ: Spokeswoman of Democratic Free Woman Movement. . (ARRESTED) 
15. Zeynep BOĵA: Spokeswoman of Democratic Free Woman Movement. . (ARRESTED) 
16. Fikriye AKTAĸ: Spokeswoman of Democratic Free Woman Movement. . (ARRESTED) 
17. Takibe TURGAY: Member of Democratic Free Woman Movement. . (ARRESTED) 
18. Fadile BAYRAM: Member of Democratic Free Woman Movement. . (ARRESTED) 
19. Meside ĸAHķN: Member of Executive Board of TEV-DER. Member of Democratic Free Woman Movement.  
(ARRESTED) 
20. ¢imen IĸIK: Member of Democratic Society Party Assembly. Member of Ecology and Local Authorities 
Commission of Democratic Society Party. . (ARRESTED) 
21. Diyaret TAĸDEMķR: Advisor of Diyarbakir Metropolitan Municipality‟s Mayor. . (ARRESTED) 



 28 

22. Roza ERDEDE: Member of Executive Board of Human Rights Associaiton DiyarbakĔr Branch. Worker in 
Union of Southeastern Anatolia Region Municipalities (GABB) . (ARRESTED) 
23. Elif KAYA: Member of Executive Board of Mesopotamia Cultural Center. . (ARRESTED) 
24. Olcay KANLIBAĸ: Member of Executive Board of Union of Health workers(SES) (ARRESTED) 
25. Yuksel BARAN: Mayor of Diyarbakır Bağlar Municipality. WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
26. Bedriye AYDIN: Deputy Mayor of Diyarbakır  Kayapınar  Municipality. : Deputy Mayor of Metropolitan 
Municipality‟s Assembly.( WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
27. Yurdusev ÖZSÖKMENLER: Former mayor of Diyarbakir Bağlar Municipality. (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
28. Özlem YASAK: Project Office worker of Diyarbakir Bağlar Municipality.( WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
29. Rojda BALKAĸ: Vice mayor of Diyarbakir Bağlar Municipality. (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
30. Heval ERDEMLķ: Assembly member of Yenişehir Municipality. Worker of Kayapınar Municipality. . (ARRESTED) 
31. Leyla GÜVEN: Mayor of Urfa Viranşehir Municipality. . (ARRESTED) 
32. Nadire NERGķZ: Assembly member of Batman Municipality (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
33. Song¿l Erol ABDķL: Former mayor of Tunceli Municipality.( WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
34. G¿lcihan ĸķMĸEK: Former mayor of Van Bostaniçi Municipality. . (ARRESTED) 
35. Nuran ATLI: Former mayor of Mardin Mazıdağı Municipality.(WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
36. ĸ¿kran AYDIN: Former mayor of Mardin Mazıdağı Municipality. (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
37. Nesrin DENķZ: Member of Democratic Society Party Woman Assembly. (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
38. Seda AKBAĸ CAN: Member of Democratic Free Woman Movement. (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
39. M¿zeyyen G¦NEĸ:  Member of Executive Board of TUHAD-FED (Federation of Solidarity with detainee and 
condemned people‟s families). Member of Democratic Free Woman Movement. (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 
40. Beyhan SAKķN: Member of Union of Health workers(SES). (WITHOUT ARRESMENT) 

 


